
Having so many wonderful people in my 

life is truly something to be thankful for. 

In December, a friend and I wrote a 

play to re-enact the great battle of the 

Holly King and the Oak King for our 

Yule Circle. I donõt often collaborate 

with other writers, but I must say that 
writing the play was almost as much fun 

as performing it with our community. 

We especially had fun plagia-

rizing Monty Python and 

the Holy Grail for the 

Kingsõ battle of in-

sults. We all shared 

much laughter, 

food, home-

brewed ale, and 

those who stuck it 

out shared a beau-

tiful sunrise togeth-

er. On Yule Day, I 

went to the animal 

shelter to pick up the 

two wonderful cats I 

adopted and brought them to 

their new home.  

December became January at a 

friendõs 3rd annual Last New Yearõs Eve 

Party, a night filled with good friends, 

fun games, and a òsecret Santaó gift ex-

change. In January, there were also two 

birthday celebrations (one for my lovely 

apprentice and one for me). February 

was the beginning of my transformation 

leading to my healing ritual. There was 

(Continued on page 5) 
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As I look upon the final harvest 

festival of this year, I like to reflect on 

all that I have harvested since last Sam-

hain and the seeds I will plant for the 

next year. Samhain has always been the 

traditional time to take stock. In an-

cient times, that meant taking stock of 

cattle, grain, and other stores for the 

winter months. Since we no 

longer need to store all 

the food we need for 

the winter, I take 

store of other 

types of harvests. 

I like to go 

month by month, 

referencing my 

calendars to re-

mind myself of 

what has been.  

Here are some 

of my highlights from 

this year. Last November, 

what stands out most is 

Thanksgiving. I spent the night before 

Thanksgiving with my mother who was 

weak from undergoing chemotherapy 

and then radiation to treat breast can-

cer and needed help making dinner 

preparations. On Thanksgiving Day, I 

had three family events to attend: my 

blood familyõs dinner at my motherõs 

house, then on to the home of dear 

friends for pie, then to a potluck com-

munity gathering with chosen family. 



Page 2 EarthTides Pagan Network News 

Submission deadline for the Yule, 08 

issue is November 23, 2008.  

About the EarthTides Pagan Network 
 The Maine Pagan community is diverse, independ-

ent and geographically distant. We worship in 

groups or alone, but sometimes need contact and a 

shared forum to express our ideas and concerns for 

this community. 

The EarthTides Pagan Network was established in 

1989 as a  support resource for Maine Pagans. All 

solitaries and groups are welcome to join. 

A subscription to this newsletter is available for a 

suggested donation of  $11.00 per year. Single cop-

ies may be obtained by sending a $1.50 donation 

and a self-addressed, stamped envelope to: EPN, 

P.O. Box 161, E. Winthrop, ME 04343.  

Aesir to Zeus 
A Child's 

Book of Bless-

ings and Pray-

ers, collected by 

Eliza Blanchard, 

is a wonderful 

resource for 

Pagan families. 

Blanchard, a 

Unitarian Uni-

versalist minis-

ter, has collect-

ed and adapted 

material from all over the world and put together 

thirty entries, illustrated by Rocco Baviera, which 
form a great introduction to multi-cultural spirituali-

ty for young children. Skinner House, $12.00 

 

The Shamanic Witch , by 

Gail Wood, marries two 

spiritual paths (shamanism 

and wicca) into an integrat-

ed whole that works beauti-

fully. If you're looking for 

something more advanced 

on trance states, journeying 

and ecstatic experiences, 
something that goes beyond 

what you read in your Wic-

ca 101 books, this is for you. 

Temple of the Feminine Divine Samhain Ritual 

Friday 10/31 at 7 pm in the U.U. Church of Bangor.  

The Temple welcomes people of ALL genders and 

faiths to this open ritual.  Children who are able to 

behave appropriately are welcome to attend with 

their parents.  For more information or directions, 

contact TOFDBangor@aol.com. 

Temple of the Feminine Divine Yule Ritual Sun-

day 12/21 at 7 pm in the U.U. Church of Bangor.  

The Temple welcomes people of ALL genders and 

faiths to this open ritual.  Children who are able to 

behave appropriately are welcome to attend with 

their parents.  For more information or directions, 

Temple of the Feminine Divine  

Starhawk Coming to Maine! 
SAVE THE DATE!  Starhawk is coming to Maine 

in June of 2009.  She will be offering Earth Activist 

Training, a two week program, from June 21-July 5.  

This event will be held at the campus of Unity College 

in the central Maine town of Unity.   

Earth Activist Training teaches permaculture, en-

vironmental and community activism, and earth-based 

spirituality, and results in EAT 

certification.  Stay tuned for fur-

ther information about the pro-

gram and how to enroll.  This 

event is being organized and co-

ordinated by Anu Dudley 

(Marigold).   
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About the EarthTides Pagan Network News 

This newsletter comes out eight times a year, around 
the Sabbats.  Literary, poetic and artistic contribu-
tions are welcome, as are opinion pieces.  Please 
keep submissions to no more than two pages, double-
spaced. Please submit on disk or e-mail to computer-
tutor@mfx.net  

Subscribers' names, addresses and other personal in-
formation are kept confidential except to other net-
work members. EPN will aid in establishing contact 
between individuals, but accepts no legal responsibil-
ity for the results. 

All signed articles and artwork are the property of 
their creators, and ads are the property of our adver-
tisers; these may not be used elsewhere without per-
mission. 

All other content is copyright É 2008 EarthTides Pa-
gan Network, all rights reserved. The EarthTides Pa-
gan Network News and the EarthTides name and 
"Moon-over-Maine" logo are copyright É 2008 
EarthTides Pagan Network, and may  not be used 
without written permission of the EPN Council.    

each ordered 

more than one. (i.e. 1 costs $10.0 plus $6.00 shipping. Two 

would be $20.00 plus only $9.00 shipping. Three would be 

$30.00 plus $12.00 shipping. Get the picture?) 

Send your orders now to: EPN, P.O. Box 161, E. Win-

throp, ME 04343.     

Beltane Tote-Bags and EPN Shirts-Best Yule Gift Ever! 
You saw them at Beltane, but maybe you didnõt have 

enough money with youé  Not to worry! We still have 

some of our incredible òBeltane on the Beachó organic cot-

ton canvas tote bags celebrating 25 years of òPole Danc-

ingó. Better still, they are ON SALE!  

The bag is larger than a paper grocery bag, measuring 

18"wide x 17.5"high x 7"deep with 13" handles. These are 

available for sale for only $10.00.  Also, we still have a few of 

our beautiful EPN T-Shirts available for sale. These are also 

ON SALE  now for only $10.00 (existing sizes and colors 

only). 

We can ship a 

bag or shirt to 

you for only 

$6.00. If you 
want more than 

one item, just 

add $3.00 more 

shipping for 
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the backs of bulls (figures 4.6, 4.11-4.13). Although 

modern matadors say this canõt be done, I donõt be-

lieve it for a second. Just because we canõt do some-

thing, what makes us think our ancestors couldnõt? I 

suspect our Goddess-centered ancestors packed a 

lot more pluck than we do. Mother Goddess socie-

ties would drape people with a kind of self-sense we 
god peoples canõt even imagine. Weõre birthed and 

ôlovedõ by deities whoõd just as soon see us stoned to 

death as look at us. How could we ever have healthy 

senses of self?ó 

Or this one: 

ò... backlashers say just because a fig-

urine is breast-bedecked doesnõt 

mean itõs female. For gosh sake, men 

have breasts too! (Lesure 2002: 602). 

Tatsuo Kobayashi, a leading archaeol-

ogist of the Japanese Jomon period, 

whines as follows: Golly gee! Men 

have breasts! Who cares if all the 

Jomon clay figurines have breasts ð 

that doesnõt make them women! 

Kobie goes on to say that if the figu-

rines canõt be his sex, they canõt be 

any sex at all: òit is considered here 

that these clay figurines are neither 

male nor female é but rather they 

are images that surpass the realms of 

genderéó (Kobayashi 2004: 155). 

Still others say: òGee if that clay statuette over 

there doesnõt have breasts of a certain heft donõt try 

to sell me on its being a woman -- could be a man, 

darlingó (See Meskell 1998) (never mind the poor 

statuette is also minus a penis). Well I say if breast-

bedecked figurines sans penises are men, our ances-

tors were trying to tell us something. My bet is itõs 

this: Whether youõre man or woman, the important 
thing is feeding and nurturing others. Breasts are a 

jim-dandy symbol of feeding and nurturing, and may-

be Neolithic men who had them were put up on 

pedestals....ó 

(Continued on page 6) 

Switching to Goddess: Humankind's Ticket to the Future 
Switching to Goddess: Humankind's Tick-

et to the Future , by Maine author; Jeri Stu-

debaker, says something that's not been said before: 

In order to save the planet, we need to ditch the 

major world gods - Jehovah, Allah, Yahweh and 

Vishnu, for starters - and replace them with the 

kinds of goddesses the world revered 6000 years 

ago, in the peace-loving, egalitarian and close-to-

idyllic Neolithic and early Bronze Ages. 

Even if you think this book wildly off target, 

you'll still want to read it. It's al-

most certain to stir up controver-

sy. Should the world abandon its 

gods for goddesses -- or not? 

Those on both sides of the ques-
tion will want a copy of the book in 

order to join the debate that is 

bound to break out once this book 

hits the shelves at the end of No-

vember. 

Switching to Goddess  is 

packed with footnoted information 

from hundreds of up-to-date, highly 

reputable scientific and historical 

sources. Studebaker has advanced 

degrees in anthropology and ar-

chaeology, and so knows how to 

document her writing. The book is 

not stuffy, either. As a matter of 

fact, it's downright fun to read. Take this passage for 

example: 

òNever let it be said that Guiding-Goddess peo-

ple were wet-noodle wimps. In the courage depart-

ment my guess is they outshone us two to one. Like 

the people in òWillowó, Guiding-Goddess men and 

women were gutsy risk-takers and valiant adventur-

ers. For example Indus Valley mariners òroamed the 

known worldó (McIntosh 2002: 7) and the ancient 

Minoans traveled and traded òto every port of the 

archaic world and even ð boldly ð to regions far be-

yondó (Campbell 1964: 62). 

Archaeologists have dug up scores of images of 

Minoans somersaulting ð from front to rear ð over 
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course, the greatest highlight of my year was my 

healing ritual at the end of August. I attended the 

Common Ground, Cumberland, and Fryeburg Fairs 

this year in September and October. Plus, there was 

the 6th annual Pumpkin Massacre to attend that led 

to the yummy roasted pumpkin seeds Iõm munching 

now.  

This year, I have harvested new friends, new ex-

periences, a new life, health, laughter, transfor-

mation, herbs, music, love, and connection. As I look 

at the year that is passing, I see a common theme of 

community. The 

connections that I 

have made and 

continue to make 

enhance my life in 

a multitude of 

ways. In the com-

ing year, I want to 

harvest more of 

View from the Aerie: Taking Stock (Contôd) 

also great disappointment in this month accompany-

ing a Super Bowl that is still too painful to speak of. 

Positive energy was still to be found, however, in 

the record turnout for the Democratic Caucus. 

And, my friends hosted the annual February Birth-

day Party where we celebrate everyoneõs birthday in 

one night with dinner, individual cupcake decorating, 

and song.  

This year, my annual Bran Slanaighear (Raven 

Healing) ritual happened in February. It was during 

the preparations 

for this commu-

nity healing ritual 

that my appren-
tice officially be-

gan her training. 

In March, I began 

a different edu-

cational venture 

by returning to 

college to com-

plete my degree. 

It was also the 

month when my 

mother was 

deemed to be 

cancer-free. In 

April, I lost my 

job in a lay-off and decided to run my own business 

full time. We had another wonderful Beltane on the 

Beach with a beautiful Circle, maypole dancing, and 

lots of community connection.   

Late spring and early summer are a blur of busi-

ness preparations, attending indoor soccer and la-

crosse games, planting herbs and flowers, family vis-

iting from away, and enjoying the lack of stress from 

my former job. In July, my friend from Florida made 

his annual pilgrimage to Maine and I had the pleas-

ure of singing with him and other friends including 

Dwight who is in his 80s and still plays a mean ban-

jo. A number of friends were married in August this 

year and all are beautiful, happy unions. There was 

Southern Maine Pagan Pride Day to enjoy. Of 

(Continued from page 1) 

the same. I also 

want to see new 

leadership in our 

country bringing a 

fresh approach to 

government, a re-

turn of economic 

stability, more focus throughout the world on con-

servation and environmental responsibility, greater 

interfaith understanding and connection, and peaceful 

resolutions to ongoing wars and strife. I will continue 

working towards the Yule 2009 completion of my 

first college degree and building my business toward 

the goal of a financial freedom that allows me more 

time to write. What about you? Have you taken 
stock this year? Do you know what you want to har-

vest? Have you planned your planting season? 

On another note, in the Mabon issue I wrote of 

the power we have to effect change in our world. In 

just a few days, we all have the chance to prove that 

power. Election Day is Tuesday, November 4th and 

you have a job to do.  
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Or this: 

òTo make a long story short, while the Great 

Guiding Goddess steered the ship in the Neolithic 

Near East, war didnõt happen there. But how about 

the Indus Valley? Indus Valley people had moved out 

of the Neolithic and into the early Bronze Age. Did 

the Great Guiding Goddess keep them free from 

war too? 

The answer here also is ð Tah Dah! Drum roll 

please: òYes indeedy She did.ó In total and mind-

blowing contradiction to òwhat we would expect 

from experience elsewhere,ó says [archaeologist] 

Jane McIntosh, òthe clues from the Indus Civilization 

seem to be showing us a state without violence or 
conflict.ó Jane is dumbfounded: òCan this really be 

so, in defiance of all our experience of the world 

elsewhere? Who were these peace-loving people? 

(Continued from page 4) 

Switching to Goddess (Contôd) 

Where did they come from? How did they come 

together to create a state?ó (McIntosh 2002: 12). 

Societies doing war leave behind a trail of telltale 

clues that give away their dirty little secret. They 

canõt stand it for example until they paint and etch 

scenes of their battles, hand-to-hand combat, and 

armies facing each other with weapons bristling, and 

war flags flying. In their cemeteries they leave men 

buried with shields, helmets, swords and battle ax-

es.... 

Thing is, we donõt find any of these dirty little 

clues in the humongous ancient Indus Valley 

(McIntosh 2002; Kenoyer 1998). No war art, no war 

weapons, no parry fractures, no siege engines....ó 

When it comes out in November, you'll want to 

get your hands on a copy of this book. If you're of a 

mind to find some, there's much more info about 

Switching to Goddess , at 

www.jeristudebaker.com, at http://www.o-

books.com, or at Amazon.com. 

Finally, if you want to pre-order a copy at the dis-

counted price of $16.47 go to 

http://www.amazon.com/Switching-Goddess-

Humanitys-Ticket-Future/dp/1846941342 

I have the honor to be the MC for an evening of 
poetry and stars at the Southworth Planetarium in 
Portland. We'll gather on Dec. 21 for readings of po-
ems honoring the winter night sky. 

And we need you to participate! Read your own 
poems or someone else's. If you'd like to read but 
don't have a poem in mind, I can give you one of my 
list of "classics." 

E-mail me at jane@janeraeburn.com if you'd like 
to take part. There'll be an organizational meeting at 
2 p.m. Nov. 16 at the planetarium. 

Looking forward to hearing from you! 

 Jane 

Common Ground Country Fair was a great event 
as usual. Our corner booth was almost always busy 
with folks. Not only were folks looking for infor-
mation about Paganism, but were also checking out 
our great selection of books, bumper stickers and pins, 
provided courtesy of Apple Valley Books. Income to 
the network from just these sales equaled $357.50. 

Not to be outdone, our adjacent booth was used 
quite a bit by Marilyn, Nikki, Cricket and others to do 
Tarot readings for a grateful public. Although we 
earned a little from the sale of EPN T-shirts and Bel-
tane bags, donations given after the Tarot readings 
resulted in other earnings totaling $382.21! These will 
go far to help us continue our mission of education 
and networking. Great Job, everyone!      Fred G. 

Poetry and Stars 

Common Ground Fair 
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Hard as it may be to believe, the EarthTides An-
nual Meeting is coming up in about three months. 
Usually held in February, (right after President Bush 
gets kicked out of office) this meeting provides all 
members an opportunity to get together, eat a lot of 
great food, discuss all kinds of esoteric subjects and 
plan our next yearôs events. 

We have a slate of positions available for mem-
bers who would like to take on a leadership role in 
the Maine Pagan Community.  

Positions available include: 

Vice-President: (Coordinates all Vice) 

Recording Secretary: (Takes notes, etc) 

Correspondence Secretary: (Responds to inquir-
ies, etc) and, last but not least; 

Newsletter Editor; (after four and a half years, 

Fred is ready to let someone else do thisé) This is 
not really an elected position. If you would like to 
serve the community while practicing your desktop 
publishing skills, this is a great position for you. 

If you are interested in any of the positions, or 
would like to nominate someone (with their permis-
sioné), please submit the name of the candidate (and 
a brief bio) to EarthTides no later than November 
23rd so that the information can be included in our 
Yule issue of this newsletter. 

With the exception of the Editor position (which 
gets appointed) the rest of the positions will be voted 
upon between Yule and the Annual Meeting, and the 
newly designated officers will take up their charge at 
that time. 

Take Part in EarthTides! 

Pictures from the Past Yearôs Events 


