
works for Astarte Shell Press and Emer-

ald Earth Publishing. 

How do you summarize a life in a 

few paragraphs? There is no way to 

share how she filled a room with her 

presence. 

She was an amazing 

woman, full of vitality, 

who inspired so many 

people. She was a lover 

of the earth, a pagan - 

crone, witch, and wise 

woman. Her cats slept 

around her head. Every-

thing she did, she did 

with passion, from gar-

dening, watching the 

birds raise their families 

in her back yard, painting, 

writing, walking on the beach, singing, 

listening to music and loving her family. 

She will be greatly missed by the many 

who have loved her. 

Sylvia had become a sort of adopted 

Mum to some of Maine's Ancient Riders, 

all of whom were on hand for the cele-

bration of her life at the UU church in 

Belfast. After the main service, the An-

cient Riders blessed her passing in a 

brief, humble ceremony. She was a regu-

lar visitor to our booth at CGCF, and at-

tending last year's Beltane on the Beach 

was on of the high points of her last year. 

She was much loved among us, and is 

greatly missed! 

Journey to the Summerland 

Living in Maine, Celebrating the Earth 

Spring, 2008 
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By Stone Soup & Eric 

Sylvia Sims journeyed on to the 

Summerland from her home Dec. 24, 

2008, surrounded by family, listening 

to Mozart's Requiem. 

She is survived by a 

brother, 6 children, 12 

grandchildren, and 1 

great-grandchild. Sylvia 

was born Aug. 18, 1932 

in Hendon, England. An 

artist, she graduated at 

the age of 18 with an 

Art Guild diploma, and 

over the years worked as 

a research photographer, 

art director and graphic 

artist, as well as an LPN 

and landscape artist. 

Sylvia had an enduring love of mu-

sic, influenced greatly by her father, 

who played in the Royal Philharmonic 

Orchestra/BBC orchestra in England. 

She played several instruments and en-

joyed singing in the Belfast UU Choir. 

In addition, Sylvia held a black belt in 

karate and was very involved with the 

Natural Motion Martial Arts Kenpo in 

Scarborough, Maine. 

In addition to creating many works 

of art, she wrote poetry and several 

books, including the recently pub-

lished, "Broken Wing," co-written with 

her karate instructor. Sylvia was an ar-

dent feminist and illustrated numerous 

Ostara 
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Submission deadline for the Summer/

Litha issue is June 8, 2009. 

About the EarthTides Pagan Network 
 The Maine Pagan community is diverse, independ-

ent and geographically distant. We worship in 

groups or alone, but sometimes need contact and a 

shared forum to express our ideas and concerns for 

this community. 

The EarthTides Pagan Network was established in 

1989 as a  support resource for Maine Pagans. All 

solitaries and groups are welcome to join. 

A subscription to this newsletter is available for a 

Recently Iôve been studying and working with 

the Law of Attraction (LOA). The concept was 

made popular by the 2006 book and documentary 

ñThe Secret.ò LOA is taught in more depth by 

Abraham, a non-physical 

entity channeled by 

Esther Hicks, beginning 

in the 1980s. It was also 

explored in the Seth ma-

terial, channeled by Jane 

Roberts, published from 

the 1960s through the 

1980s. The basic idea of 

LOA is that we are each 

creating our own reality 

based on where we put 

our focus. The universe 

is made of energy, and 

each beingôs perception 

and experience of it is unique.  

Just reading the first paragraph of this article 

might make you squirm, or want to stop reading. 

ñWhatôs the difference between a Pagan workshop 

and a New Age workshop? About $300,ò goes a 

joke thatôs been around for a while. I often hear (or 

read) Pagans disparaging New Age concepts and 

practices, and I wonder why that is. 

As a person who is interested in consilience 

(the unity of knowledge, or in this case wisdom), I 

tend to see the commonalities among various phi-

losophies and practices. Sure, every religion and 

suggested donation of  $11.00 per year. Single cop-

ies may be obtained by sending a $1.50 donation and 

a self-addressed, stamped envelope to: EPN, P.O. 

Box 161, E. Winthrop, ME 04343.  

     E-mail: epn@maine.rr.com 

Starcatôs Corner: Paganism in the New Age 
form of shared spirituality has devotees who keep the 

teachings on a surface level and are most interested in 

being trendy. Yet it would seem that Pagans and so-

called New Agers are natural allies. The Reclaiming 

salutation ñCo-Creators of 

the Multiverseò evokes im-

ages of people who are con-

scious of our own divinity 

and our participation in the 

unfolding of life. 

What do these two distinct 

movements have in com-

mon? We are the ones build-

ing the new paradigm, as the 

old models of our civiliza-

tion and culture fall away. 

Through consciousness 

awareness, we are recreating 

the world as we work from 

the inside out to change ourselves and to release old 

patterns and blockages. We recognize that there is 

more to life than what we see with our five senses.  

An issue some Pagans have with the New Age 

movement is that it focuses on self-development, per-

haps to the exclusion of working toward environmental 

awareness and political justice. Yet what I am seeing in 

my contacts with others is an amazing ripple effect. As 

we become aware of our inner landscape, we look at 

our interactions with others and the Earth in a new 

(Continued on page 4) 
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About the EarthTides Pagan Network News 
This newsletter comes out four times a year, around 

the Sabbats.  Literary, poetic and artistic contribu-

tions are welcome, as are opinion pieces. Please keep 

submissions to no more than two pages, double-

spaced. Please submit on disk or e-mail to dragon-

fly.epn@gmail.com. 

Subscribers' names, addresses and other personal in-

formation are kept confidential except to other net-

work members. EPN will aid in establishing contact 

between individuals, but accepts no legal responsibil-

ity for the results. 

All signed articles and artwork are the property of 

their creators, and ads are the property of our adver-

tisers; these may not be used elsewhere without per-

mission. 

All other content is copyright © 2008 EarthTides Pa-

gan Network, all rights reserved. The EarthTides Pa-

gan Network News and the EarthTides name and 

"Moon-over-Maine" logo are copyright © 2008 

EarthTides Pagan Network, and may  not be used 

without written permission of the EPN Council. 

only $6.00. If you want more than one item, just add $3.00 

more shipping for each ordered more than one. (i.e. 1 costs 

$10.0 plus $6.00 shipping. Two would be $20.00 plus only 

$9.00 shipping. Three would be $30.00 plus $12.00 shipping. 

Get the picture?)  

Send your orders now to: EPN, P.O. Box 161, E. Win-

throp, ME 04343.  

Beltane Tote-Bags and EPN ShirtsðNOW ON SALE!  

You saw them at Beltane last year, but maybe you didnôt 

have enough money with youé  Not to worry! We still have 

some of our incredible ñBeltane on the Beachò organic cotton 

canvas tote bags celebrating 25 years of ñPole Dancingò. Bet-

ter still, NOW they are ON SALE!  

The bag is larger than a paper grocery bag, measuring 

18"wide x 17.5"high x 7"deep with 13" handles. These are 

available for sale at Beltane at Popham Beach for only $10.00.  

Also, we still have a few of our beautiful EPN T-Shirts 

available for sale. These are also ON SALE now for only 

$10.00 (existing 

sizes and colors 

only). 

Donôt want to 

wait until Beltane? 

Not to worry!  We 

can ship a bag or 

shirt to you for 
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light. Even if we look through the lens of one par-

ticular issue that calls to us, such as mindful parent-

ing, we soon find that dedication to a spiritual prac-

tice opens our consciousness in many other areas. 

For example, several months ago I joined an e-

mail list called ñRadical Unschooling and the Law 

of Attraction.ò Hereôs a description:  

ñCombining the philosophies of 

Radical Unschooling and the Law of 

Attraction is a progressive, revolu-

tionary approach to parenting on the 

Leading Edge of Thought that we are 

honored to be pioneering. Radical 

Unschoolers choose to replace the 

cultural norm of using control, 

shame, coercion, rules and punish-

ment with *Respect*, *Trust*, 

*Freedom* *Peace*, and *Joy* in 

our lives with our children and with 

others.ò 

Some of the list members are Pagan, while some 

are members of other religions, or simply seekers 

wanting to do things in a new way. What we have in 

common is that we are all working toward parenting 

with consciousness. That intention, in my experi-

ence with the group and my own practice, tends to 

expand outward into all other facets of oneôs life. 

Certainly, my own practice of LOA has a Pagan 

flavor. I include it as one of the tools I use on my 

path. The teachings I encounter, no matter the 

source, must resonate with 

me. 

Starcatôs Corner (Contôd) 
This does require an 

ongoing commitment 

to self-exploration, 

something that most 

Pagans understand 

intuitively. We are 

drawn to this path 

because we want 

something more 

than following oth-

ersô dogma. In that regard, we 

are individual seekers who have much in 

common with our New Age friends, whether they are 

pursuing a secular path or are already part of a relig-

ion. We are each looking for wisdom that helps us to 

pursue our goals. 

There are strong similarities in some of the meth-

ods we use to create change. A simple summary of the 

Law of Attraction says that your thoughts and feelings 

determine the reality of your life. If you consciously 

focus them towards what you desire, it will happen. 

Take a look at Aleister Crowleyôs famous definition of 

magick:  

ñMagick is the science and art of caus-

ing change to occur in conformity with 

the will." 

Our will is made up of our deep desires. By getting 

clear about what we truly want, and then focusing on 

it, we create change in ourselves and thus in the world 

around us. 

Again, an objection Iôve heard is that people will 

begin to manifest things they want, like luxury cruises 

and SUVs, that arenôt good for the Earth. This is 

something Iôve been examining as part of my journey. 

One answer is that since everything is made of energy, 

whatever we want is available to us all the time. Abra-

ham emphasizes that there is enough abundance for 

every being on this planet to have all that they wish. 

This can be hard to grasp, particularly when we ob-

serve the natural world being mistreated by our cul-

tureôs business practices. 

What Iôve discovered is that when I look deep 
(Continued on page 8) 
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Elements of Magic Class 
By Jane Raeburn 

Taliesin, Mary and Jane Raeburn 

are presenting the class 

"Elements of Magic" for six 

Thursdays starting April 9 at 

the First Parish Unitarian 

Universalist Church in Ken-

nebunk, and we'd like to in-

vite you to join us! 

"Elements of Magic" is for both 

newcomers and experienced Pagans, allowing all to 

explore our personal relationships with the elements 

of Air, Fire, Water, Earth and Spirit. 

Techniques  we will use in this class include 

breathwork, grounding, song, visualization, raising 

and working with energy, trancework, dancing, divi-

nation, spellcrafting, and creating sacred space. Par-

ticipants will learn to create and manifest a ritual. 

"Elements of Magic" is the first of the core 

classes offered through Reclaiming, a magical 

tradition that reveres the earth, promotes social and 

environmental justice, and focuses on the develop-

ment of personal spiritual power. For some, it is the 

chosen spiritual path. For others, it is a welcome 

supplement, reinforcement, and enhancement to 

existing spiritual practice. 

This class is offered as six week series open 

to adults, of all genders. While not required, 

we suggest that you read the first six chapters 

of *The Spiral Dance* by Starhawk in 

preparation for this class. 

Classes will take place Thursday eve-

nings from 7 to 9:30 p.m. Directions and 

'what to bring' lists will be provided to all 

registrants. A minimum of eight partici-

pants is required for the class to be held. 

Class Schedule: 

April 9 : Opening & Air 

April 16 : Fire 

April 23 : Water  

April 30 : Earth 

May 7: Spirit 

May 14: Closing ritual  

Note: We intend to start class at the time an-

nounced, so please be prompt. The classes are 

designed to build upon each other, so plan on at-

tending all of them. 

Course Information: 

Cost: $50-75 sliding scale to cover space rental. 

(Partial scholarships are available--please contact 

us for more information.) 

Deposit: A $20 non-refundable deposit holds 

your place in the class. 

Habitat for Humanity: Call for Volunteers  

By Jennifer Gregg 

The fun is beginning (yes, even as we 

watch the snow fall!) Habitat is AC-

TIVELY soliciting build teams from Portland 

Interfaith Build (PIB) and members of the pa-

gan community to complete the construction of a 

house on Demerest Street. 

This is an OUTSTANDING opportunity for team

-building within the community. Please remember 

that one must be 16 years of age to work on site. 

For more information please contact Habitat Vol-

unteer Coordinator Kate Callahan at 772-2151 or 

youth2@habitatme.org 



By Barbara Kirby 
 

As the next season turns I awaken 

just enough to hear the chatter of my children 

as they grow excited about the increasing warmth 
 

Even as their Winter stores deplete I do not worry 

for Crocus' begin to peek out from under my white 

blankets and I can hear the grass whisper,  

signaling the growth of vegetation 
 

Vegetation that will sustain all my children 

whether they have wings or fur, they will be fed 

and I take pride in knowing I can provide for them 
 

As Grandfather Sun warms me more each day 

I shed another layer of my blankets until  

White and Gray are gone and  

Green and Blue abound 
 

Rejoicing! Hear them sing, hear them howl!  

Food of all kinds grows and no one is chilled, 

my children make plans for the arrival of their young 
 

The last of my Winters shawl is put away 

I fully awaken and dress in my  

most vibrant green gown 

flowers bloom in my hair  

and I put on the perfume of fertile soil 
 

I am your Mother, your Earth 

the one who provides your basic needs 

My time of rest is over and I begin to live once again 
 

Welcome Spring! 
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Attendees: Starcat, Eric , Rita, Black-

Lion, Fred, Leigh, Raven, 

Jenitha 

Scribes: BlackLion (first half), 

Raven (second half) 

Accepted Meeting min-

utes from last annual 

meeting as written. 

Treasurerôs Report: 

¶ Fred: ñplenty of moneyò 

ï details to follow from Flo. 

¶ Starcat: Common Ground 

Fair had a lot of money come in 

¶ Fred: much came through the card 

readings by Starcat, Marilynn and Cricket 

Common Ground Fair (CGF) report:  

¶ Rita: Getting 2 booths is good ï having commu-

nication issues with the CGF staff ï almost lost 

booths last year ï have to ñfront the moneyò if 

Flo is travelling 

¶ Starcat: Educational outreach ñPaganism in 

Maineô positive 

¶ Rita: Some say not enough room for the outreach 

and have asked to ñroll up the wallsò (weather 

permitting) 

¶ Eric: Probably wonôt increase the size of the out-

reach area based on the low number of people 

attending some of the other talks 

¶ Rita: perhaps next year we could connect with 

the Folk Arts via a presentation ï can attract a 

whole different group of people potentially 

¶ Fred: Can create traditional arts though the 

Wheel of the Year 

¶ Rita: Leigh has arts she could display ï we 

would put up a 2nd display in the Fine Arts area 

¶ Jenitha: Suggests doing a second outreach talk 

¶ Fred: Not enough slots available (since the Po-

litical Action has so many people who want to 

give talks) but instead do Ritaôs suggestion via 

the Folk Arts and get a second slot that way 

Minutes of the EPN Annual Meeting -2009 

Welcome Spring 

¶ Starcat: we should look into getting Fine Arts talk 

¶ Eric: The twins (Shansa and Karen) could sponsor 

our talk if necessary 

¶ Rita: Marigold wants traditional pagan filks (swip 

songs/parodies) 

Interfaith Coordinator (IFC):  

(Continued on page 11) 
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Cherry Hill Seminary To Grant Master's Degrees 
COLUMBIA, SC ð Cherry Hill Seminary is 

pleased to announce that the South Carolina Commis-

sion on Higher Education has notified the school of 

the religious exemption which allows the Seminary to 

grant master's degrees. 

Beginning in September 2009 Cherry Hill 

Seminary will offer the following Master's 

degrees. 

Master of Divinity : (72 hours). 

Basic professional ministry de-

gree, balancing Pagan aca-

demics, personal spiritual 

development, and Pagan 

ministerial practice. Most professional religious 

positions, such as chaplaincy, certain types of 

counseling, and other ministerial activities require 

a Master of Divinity degree. 

Master of Pagan Pastoral Care and Counsel-

ing: (60 hours). Specialty degree, (pastoral care, 

religion and psychotherapy, or Pagan marriage 

and family) offers reflection, study and super-

vised practice which prepare the graduate to pur-

sue various aspects of Pastoral Care and Counsel-

ing. 

Master of Pagan Ministry: (48 hours). Prepara-

tion for specialized ministry in such areas as edu-

cation, media, the arts or other practices, com-

bines Pagan academics with practical and/or pas-

toral experience with diverse Pagan populations. 

Master of Pagan Studies: (48 hours) Pagan aca-

demics degree, focusing on study and research in 

any one curriculum concentration major. 

"As Paganism becomes an increasingly recog-

nized and influential religion, we are delighted to be 

able to offer higher education for those who would 

serve as clergy professionals, whether as scholars, 

mentors, counselors, teachers, artists, organizers, 

leaders, chaplains and/or advocates in local, regional, 

national and international settings," said the Aca-

demic Dean, Cynthia Jane Collins, M.Div., M.S. "A 

challenge we face is to integrate academic excellence, 

practical supervised training, individual responsibility 

and personal and community spiritual development 

from a Pagan perspective. We seek to enhance and ex-

pand our depth and breadth while finding ways to 

serve others, Pagans and non-Pagans alike. " 

Originally founded in Vermont in 1997, and now 

based in South Carolina, Cherry Hill Seminary 

provides the only graduate program of 

Pagan seminary studies in the world. 

The distance education program 

holds twice-yearly intensive retreats, 

with all regular classes being held 

online. Faculty include such notables as Mi-

chael York, Ph.D., founder of the first Pagan graduate 

studies program in the world (at Bath Spa University, 

England), Grove Harris, M.Div., former managing di-

rector of the Harvard Religious Pluralism Project, now 

program director for the Parliament of the World's Re-

ligions, and Dr. David Oringderff, founder of Sacred 

Well Congregation, sponsor of the well-known Wiccan 

circle at Fort Hood, Texas. 

"We now enter a crucial period in our develop-

ment," said Kirk Thomas, Cherry Hill Seminary Board 

of Directors President. "Our next hurdle is to meet the 

requirements for accreditation, a process which nor-

mally takes several years." Thomas, current Vice-

Archdruid for Ár nDraíocht Féin: A Druid Fellowship 

(ADF), noted that Cherry Hill students tend to be ma-

ture adults with considerable life experience, who of-

ten already possess graduate degrees and professional 

credentials in such fields as social work, counseling, or 

psychology. 

By spring, Cherry Hill Seminary will announce an 

invitation to apply for admission to the master's pro-

grams, including transition information for existing 

certificate program students who wish to pursue a mas-

ter's degree. The rollout will include information about 

a new Department of Pagan Community Education for 

Lifelong Learning (PCELL), an enhanced replacement 

of the current certificate program. 

"Recent studies such as the U.S. Religious Land-

scape Survey by the Pew Forum on Religion & Public 

Life clearly indicate the rapid growth of Pagan practice 

throughout the country and beyond," said Holli Emore, 

Executive Director for Cherry Hill Seminary. "With 
(Continued on page 8) 
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that growth comes the acute need for individuals who 

are adequately prepared to provide Pagan ministerial 

services, counseling, chaplaincy, and community 

leadership. As the modern Pagan movement comes of 

age, it is important to set standards of excellence for 

ministry. Cherry Hill Seminary is at the forefront of 

setting those standards." 

Cherry Hill Seminary is a 501(c)3 nonprofit or-

ganization, incorporated in the state of South Caro-

lina, providing education in Pagan ministry and stud-

ies to students throughout the U.S., Canada, the U.K., 

and other English-speaking areas. For more informa-

tion, visit www.cherryhillseminary, or contact Holli 

Emore at 888.503.4131, CHS@cherryhillseminary.org. 

(Continued from page 7) 

By Jennifer Gregg 

The Annual Walk for Habitat, is seeking volunteers to participate in this years walk 

scheduled for Sunday, May 3 in the afternoon! 

Participation in this effort would include identifying a representative or two to work with 

Habitat and other faith communities. I'm guessing that these representatives would need 

to attend no more than 2-3 meetings between now and May. We would welcome either 

adults or youths to serve on this walk committee. 

The Pagan representative's objective would be to put teams of Pagan and interfaith 

walkers together, help solicit support for those walkers, help to promote the walk 

in general and recruit a few volunteers to staff the event on May 3. 

The Habitat walk this year will be headquartered at St. Pius X on Ocean Avenue 

in Portland and the route will be through Payson Park.  

Are you interested in supporting this interfaith effort? For more information please contact 

Habitat Volunteer Coordinator Kate Callahan at 772-2151 or youth2@habitatme.org 

Cherry Hill (Contôd) 

2009 Annual Walk for Habitat 

within myself, the things I truly wish to manifest are in concert with my deeply held values: an addition to 

my home that enables us to heat with solar energy, to travel the world in an eco-friendly way, a big organic 

garden, to write about things that I hope will help others on their paths. As a Pagan who strives to be in touch 

with myself and the world on many levels, my desires dovetail with the needs and wants of the Earthôs spirits 

(Continued from page 4) 

Starcatôs Corner (Contôd) 

and beings. 

Another thing that Pagan and New Age practices 

have in common is self-determination. If a tool or 

ritual doesnôt work for you, thereôs no authority tell-

ing you that you have to use it. We employ the tech-

niques that work best for us because we understand 

that our path is uniquely our own. Again, there cer-

tainly exist gurus trying to get people to buy into 

their authority, but weôve all heard of occasional Pa-

gan covens with questionable ethics who teach in 

this way. In both cases, they are the exception. 

My personal study of Paganism and New Age 

theories (as well as Eastern philosophies) finds com-

monalities in the ideas of personal responsibility and 

power from within. There is no one we can ñblameò 

for our troubles or challenges. We are here to learn 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Dwelling in the Soul: Reflections of Pagan Ethics 
By James Lindenschmidt 

Apologies in advance for 

my theoretical approach 

to pagan ethics. My aca-

demic training is in phi-

losophy, and what I 

have to say will reflect 

this training. A phi-

losophical approach to 

ethics cannot simply 

consist of a set of 

ñdosò and ñdon'tsòðone's eth-

ics must first be grounded in metaphysics. Put 

another way, one must first ask the questions ñwho 

am I?ò and ñwhere am I?ò before thinking about the 

ethical questionsðñwhat should I do?ò Furthermore, 

the question ñwhere am I?ò requires one to look at 

history; therefore my approach will also do exactly 

that. So I ask for your indulgence while I explore 

some of these questions ... My goal is to establish a 

(reasonably) solid foundation of paganism itself, as 

well as ethics itself, from which 

we can then explore questions 

about pagan ethics. 

That said, the topic weôre dis-

cussing is ñpagan ethics.ò One of 

the best ways I know to wrap one's 

head around an abstract concept 

like this is to look at the etymology 

of the words. ñPagan,ò as most 

people here know, is Latin for 

ñredneck,ò or more literally, 

ñcountry-dweller.ò Simple enough. 

ñEthics,ò on the other hand, comes 

from the Greek word ñethos,ò 

which does not imply a shrink-wrapped, static moral 

code handed out to each child by which they can 

judge their own actions or those of other people. 

Rather, a more nuanced translation of ñethosò is 

something like ña way of dwelling in the world.ò So 

the topic before us is: how did (or how do) the coun-

try-dwellers dwell in the world? 

Note that this idea of ñdwellingò comes up in the 

etymology of both ñpaganò (country-dweller) and 

ñethicsò (a way of dwelling). So what does it mean to 

dwell? This not simply where one lives, one's ad-

dress, the location of one's home. There is a much 

deeper consciousness involved with dwelling than 

with mere existing. Dwelling implies a deep level of 

attuned awareness with place, the very awareness that 

neopagans today are striving to recapture by com-

muning with nature, typically in their local environ-

ment. As Thom van Dooren puts it: 

Compared to the lives of our ancestors, this level 

of attunement-with place is largely abstracted for 

most of us. In Maine, we do not have to subsist on 

whatever foods we can scrounge in our snowy, icy 

forests during winter. We simply walk into Hannaford 

or Whole Foods and get whichever foodstuffs appeal 

to us that day, foods whose connection to nature ex-

ists only in the abstract behind an impermeable layer 

of hermetically-sealed-for-your-protection packaging, 

produced for the most part not by members of our 

community or tribe for the mutual benefit of all, but 

rather by wage 

slaved workers, ex-

ploited within the 

corporate hierarchy 

for the primary 

benefit of the share-

holders. We acquire 

these foods not by 

the immediacy of 

our own endeavors, 

but via the abstrac-

tion of money, 

where all that exists 

is given a finite, 

carefully calculated value within the context of a 

monied economy. 

My point is not to rail against capitalism or turn 

this into a political rant, but rather to illustrate the 

very real difficulty we face, as pagans, in living our 

values and ideals of establishing ña genuine relation-

ship with placeò that exists more in the day-to-day 

immediacy of our lives, rather than in the abstract 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Reflections of Pagan Ethics (Contôd) 

corners of our consciousness, that is, when we aren't 

distracted by our work, our errands, our bills, and our 

entertainments. 

It wasn't always like this, of course. Historically, 

there is a clear turning point when we moved away 

from truly dwelling in our natural places, and moved 

toward the compartmentalized existences where ab-

straction, by default, trumps the immediacy and in-

tensity of direct experience. This period in history is 

the 16th-17th century, when we saw the Renaissance, 

the Scientific Revolution, the Enlightenment, the 

birth of capitalism, and the like. This period in his-

tory, and the shifts in thinking that happened in this 

period, are quite rightly celebrated as the conceptual 

foundation of our modern world. Yet it remains the 

paradox of our age that these so-called 

ñEnlightenmentò ideas were accompanied by some of 

the most brutal examples of systematic oppression 

and violence in history, examples which are of deep 

concern to us as pagans: the Witch Hunts. As Silvia 

Federici puts it: 

In this ñcentury of geniusesòðBacon, Kepler, 

Galileo, Shakespeare, Pascal, Descartesða century 

that saw the triumph of the Copernican Revolution, 

the birth of modern science, and the development of 

philosophical and scientific rationalism, witchcraft 

became one of the favorite subjects of debate for the 

European intellectual elites. Judges, lawyers, states-

men, philosophers, scientists, theologians all become 

preoccupied with the ñproblem,ò wrote pamphlets 

and demonologies, agreed that this was the most ne-

farious crime, and called for its punishment. 

In other words, this new ethos of science, capital-

ism, monetization, and land enclosure was imposed 

by force. Furthermore, I submit to you that each of 

these profound movements in history can all be char-

acterized in common: each of them represent a step 

away from the pagan ethos, the pagan way of dwell-

ing-in-the-world, and the values and practices that 

accompany such dwelling. In order to make any 

sense whatsoever out of the idea of ñpagan ethicsò in 

contemporary Maine, we must first consider the fun-

damental shift in values that drove the turning-away 

from the pagan ethos, and governs the day-to-day ex-

istence for most of us. 

Time prohibits a detailed analysis of these values, 

but there is one contrasting idea that illustrates this 

shift pretty well. This contrast is the idea of organism 

and organic thinking vs. mechanism and mechanized 

thinking. I will begin with mechanism, since this 

mode of thinking is much more familiar to us today; 

indeed, it is almost a reflex. Mechanized thinking 

tends to focus on parts and isolation; if you take your 

car to the mechanic because ñit don't run good,ò she 

will locate the problem in terms of which part (or 

parts) are malfunctioning, such as ñyou have a bad 

spark plugò or ñyour fuel pump isn't workingò or 

whatnot. This mode of thinking is central to sci-

enceðif you want to understand a big problem, break 

it down to smaller problems and understand them 

first, then you can understand the larger problem. 

You can't understand an arm until you understand 

skin, bones, muscle and connective tissue, etc. The 

scientific method is clear about this: if you want to 

conduct an experiment, you must first create an artifi-

cial, laboratory condition in which the variables are 

isolated, so ñconfounded causesò do not taint the re-

sults of your experiment.  

This mechanized mode of thinking also was ap-

plied to land in the form of ñenclosures,ò where small 

pieces of land (such as my 2 acres in New Glouces-

ter) were partitioned off from the whole and given a 

separate identityðñthis is my land,ò which is part of 

New Gloucester, which is part of Maine, which is 

part of the United States, which is part of North 

America, which is part of Earth, which is part of the 

Solar System, which is part of the Milky Way, which 

is part of the Cosmos, as opposed to ñthis is a forest, 

teeming with plant and animal life, in a temperate 

zone on a large continent of the world.ò 

In contrast, we have organic thinking which tends 

to focus on wholeness, oneness, and interconnected-

ness rather than isolation and separation. Organic 

thinking is well-represented by the Gaia Hypothesis, 

which sees the Earth as one, as a living organism, as 
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