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Starcat’s Corner: Pagan Future Presence 

by Starcat 

The future is uncertain – as it has always 
been. Yet this time of rapid change, ecological 
crises, global financial collapse, and violent 
uprisings (or peaceful ones met with violent 
resistance) can be overwhelming. We may fall 
into fear and despair, or perhaps denial and 
apathy. Yet we are Pagans, strong and full of 
power-
from-
within. 
What will 
our role be 
in the fu-
ture as it 

unfolds? 

Al-
though we 
can’t know 
exactly 
what will 
happen, we 
can cer-
tainly take 
actions that 
will enable 
us to be of service to the Earth and all her be-
ings. Whatever our own personal theories about 
the changes underway, we can live by our code 
of ethics, make plans accordingly, and enjoy 

ourselves in the process.  

Astrologer Rob Brezsny says that the “end 
times” our culture is so concerned about are 
happening at the same time as our building of a 
new, more conscious, society. Brezsny writes: 
“The apocalypse is happening in slow motion. 
It has been going on for decades and it will con-
tinue to unfold for many years. Sudden, sensa-
tional punctuations arise now and then to expe-
dite it, but for the most part it ferments continu-
ously in the background. Most days bring no 
emergency that is beyond our capacity to bear, 
but the cumulative effects of the transfigura-
tions that relentlessly weave themselves into 

our lives have turned every one of us into tow-
ering heroes whose courageous endurance 
dwarfs the valor of all humans who have come 

before us.”  

Here are some ways you can step forward 
courageously and work toward building a posi-

tive future:  

1. Increase your self-sufficiency. Look at 
your daily 
life and see 
what 
changes you 
can make to 
become 
more self-
sufficient. 
The benefits 
of using 
renewable 
energy, 
growing and 
processing 
your own 
food, and 
reducing the 
consumer 

goods you purchase are many. You’ll be reduc-
ing the strain on the environment, saving 
money, and getting prepared in case of a major 
shift in the supply of goods and services. You’ll 
also learn valuable skills, which you can then 

teach, share, and barter. 

Most of us were never taught the skills our 
grandparents and great-grandparents needed in 
their daily lives. Learning to chop, season, and 
store wood, make cheese and bread, sew our 
own clothes, and preserve food are just some of 
the old ways that are now being revived. People 
who are part of the “radical homemaker” move-
ment seek to relearn these and other tasks. They 
strive to reduce dependence on the mainstream 
business model, which most people admit has 
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First Annual Maine Pagan Meader’s Cup 

by Harper Meader 

In March, the Immanent Grove held the first annual Maine 
Pagan Meader's Cup. Pagan mead-makers living in Maine were 
invited to donate a long evening, a little money, and some of 
their mead to a fund-raiser for the Pagan Preserves Project, our 
fund for buying property for Pagan use in central Maine. Four-
teen people attended, entering seventeen different kinds of 

mead, an astonishing array of brewing creativity and skill. 

The entries were cate-
gorized into Sweet and Less
-sweet, as well as Melomels 
(mead with fruit) and 
Metheglyns (mead with 
spices). The variety was 
splendid, including cysers, 
pyments, braggots, berry 
blends, and category-
defying recipes. Entrants 
took great care in peer-
judging the meads and the 
competition was fierce, but 
good-natured. The appear-
ance, taste, aftertaste, smell, 
and overall impression of 
each bottle was considered, 
with everyone except the 
brewer judging each one. At 
the end of the night, the 
highest scoring mead was 
awarded Best of Show, 
while the remaining entries 
were compared for Best of 

Category awards. 

Best of Show went to 
Rita Moran of PanCraft 
Meadery for her “Rita's 
Awesome Nine-spice 
Mead,” which was brilliant, 
complex, and generally re-
garded as sublime by her 

assembled peers. 

Best Sweet and Best Metheglyn went to Ben Sims of Drag-
onfly Acres for his “Apple Spice Cyser,” a lightly spiced sweet 
apple mead with exceptional clarity and a long, sweet aftertaste. 

There were no leftovers. 

Best Melomel went to Jim Lindenschmidt of Bardic Brews 
for his “Autumn Wild Cherry,” which won our hearts with his 
story of a friend working very hard to get wild cherries out of a 
tree in his yard for the purpose, as well as for its simply won-

derful aroma and taste. 

Best Non-sweet went to Jim Lindenschmidt for his 
“Autumnberry Mead,” a very pleasant dark horse entry from a 

meader known for the sweetness of his products. This one was 
crisp, with a broad flavor base that pleased everyone. Alas, 

again there were no leftovers. 

Since this was a fund-raiser, there was no budget for food, 
so participants also brought potluck items, which deserves a 
hurrah and a couple of extra mentions. Unofficially, Best 
Damned Sandwich Anywhere went to Griffith Kellogg. The 
man has mad skills. Best Damned Cookies Ever went to Kissy 

Runamok for her 
“Cranberry Chocolate 
Chip.” Not to mention that 
we think she and Ben 
flipped a coin over who 
would claim which of their 
meads for their own, so we 
know she's someone to 

watch carefully next year. 

In the end, Rita surprised us 
by contributing her win-
nings to the cause, bringing 
the total sum raised to 
$310.00 for the Pagan Pre-
serves Project! We have 
every reason to believe that 
this event will grow in the 
future, as the talented circle 
of Pagan Meaders grows 
here, bringing the dream of 

Pagan land that much closer. 

A few additional notes, if I 
may. First, if anyone is won-
dering where they can pur-
chase mead from these tal-
ented individuals, it can't be 
done. None of our partici-
pants have legal standing to 
sell mead at this point, and 
only share among friends 
and family, as of this writ-
ing. As terrible as that 
sounds, let me point out that 
they are all wonderful peo-

ple and would make great new friends, or family. Second, al-
though only three people took home honors from the event, the 
talent shown by all entrants was truly awe-inspiring to this 
writer, who has been happily participating in the growth of this 
rarefied little brotherhood for many years. Some have made 
mead for decades. Some brought their first batch ever. Every-
one learned something. Everyone deserved, and was afforded, a 
great deal of respect and admiration from the others. What the 
future may hold for this event only makes me look forward to 

next spring with great anticipation! e 
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About the EarthTides Pagan Network News 

About the EarthTides Pagan Network 

The Maine Pagan community is diverse, independent and 
geographically distant. We worship in groups or alone, but 
sometimes need contact and a shared forum to express our ideas 

and concerns for this community. 

The EarthTides Pagan Network was established in 1989 as 
a support resource for Maine Pagans. All solitaries and groups 

are welcome to join. 

A subscription to this newsletter is available for a sug-
gested donation of $11.00 per year for the electronic version 

sent via e-mail and $15.00 to continue to receive the paper ver-
sion (as of the Summer 2010 issue). Single copies may be ob-
tained by sending a $1.50 donation and a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to: EPN, P.O. Box 161, E. Winthrop, ME 

04343. E-mail: epn@maine.rr.com. e 

This newsletter comes out four times a year, around the 
beginning of the seasons. Literary, poetic and artistic contribu-
tions are welcome, as are opinion pieces. Please keep submis-
sions to no more than two pages, double-spaced. Please submit 

on disk or e-mail to blacklion@felinedreamers.net. 

Subscribers' names, addresses and other personal informa-
tion are kept confidential except to other network members. 
EPN will aid in establishing contact between individuals, but 

accepts no legal responsibility for the results. 

The opinions expressed by our contributors do not neces-

sarily reflect those of the EarthTides Pagan Network, its offi-
cers, volunteers, or members. All signed articles and artwork 
are the property of their creators, and ads are the property of our 
advertisers; these may not be used elsewhere without permis-

sion. 

All other content is copyright © 2011 EarthTides Pagan 
Network, all rights reserved. The EarthTides Pagan Network 
News and the EarthTides name and "Moon-over-Maine" logo 
are copyright © 2011 EarthTides Pagan Network, and may not 

be used without written permission of the EPN Council. e 

You saw them at Beltane, but maybe you didn’t 
have enough money with you… Not to worry! 
We still have some of our incredible “Beltane on 
the Beach” organic cotton canvas tote bags cele-
brating 25 years of “Pole Dancing.” Better still, 

NOW they are ON SALE!  

The bag is larger than a paper grocery bag, meas-
uring 18"wide x 17.5"high x 7"deep with 13" 
handles. These are available for sale for only 

$10.00.  

Also, we still have a few of our beautiful EPN T-
Shirts available for sale. These are also ON 

SALE now for only $10.00 (existing sizes and 

colors only). 

Don’t want to wait until Beltane? Not to worry! 
We can ship a bag or shirt to you for only $6.00. 
If you want more than one item, just add $3.00 

more shipping for each ordered more than one. (i.e. 1 costs $10.00 plus $6.00 shipping. Two would be $20.00 plus only $9.00 

shipping. Three would be $30.00 plus $12.00 shipping. Get the picture?)  

Send your orders now to: EPN, P.O. Box 161, E. Winthrop, ME 04343. E-mail: epn@maine.rr.com. e 

Beltane Tote-Bags and EPN Shirts—STILL ON SALE! 

Submission deadline for the Summer 

edition is 6/1/11 
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View from the Aerie: Finding Home 

by Cynthia “Raven” Grimm 

Almost four years ago, I moved to a house in a small town 
in York County I never intended to live in to be close to some 
wonderful people who had become a central part of my life. 
When a romantic relationship with one of those people ended, I 
assumed that I’d move back closer to some other friends, or 
move back to Portland. I even tried to 
move to Portland at one point about a 
year and a half ago, but circumstances 

changed and here I stayed.  

I kept thinking, “After this hap-
pens, I’ll move,” or “when I have 
enough money saved, I’ll move.” It 
never seemed to happen, though. It’s 
not that I don’t like my house. It’s a 
great house with lovely energy, a big 
yard, a relatively quiet street, and great 
landlords. I just get frustrated that most 
of my friends are at least 30 minutes 

northeast of me.  

For years, I whined and lamented 
about wanting to be in another part of 
the state or wanting to be in Portland. I 
spent a lot of time and energy wishing 
I was somewhere else and complaining 
that York County is not my home. It’s 
not that I enjoy moving. It’s a big has-
sle and always sends my anxiety level 
skyrocketing. It was more wanting to 
be somewhere else. I also got caught 
up in struggles with finances and the 
constant battle to find consulting work 
or sell products in a depressed econ-

omy.  

Eventually, my patroness Brigid 
had enough of my whining and stepped 
in to show me why I’m still here and why my life circum-
stances are as they are. She first attempted to reach me through 
music. For weeks, I felt an incredible compulsion to listen to 
the song “Brigid” by Jenna Greene over and over. I knew there 
was a message I was supposed to be hearing, but being a foolish 
human, I just wasn’t “getting” it. So my beloved goddess sent 
me a message in the form of a person. A new neighbor arrived 
who had just gotten out of a drug rehab program, was living on 
her own for the first time in her life, and was taking the first 
tentative steps toward finding her path. This young lady was my 

reminder of who I am and who I am supposed to be.  

I am a Priestess. I am not here only to find my own way. I 
am here to walk with others as they find their way, to share my 
path and theirs. I am here to guide, to teach, to encourage, to 
hold space or a hand, to share in joy and mourning. This means 
that I don’t always get to choose where I will be. Sometimes, 

without my knowing it, the divine energy that surrounds all of 
us will lead me to a particular place so that I can be there to 
meet others who will share my path for a time. This is how I’ve 

met my teachers and guides.  

I realized that the message I should have been hearing is 
that in all that time I was whining and lamenting and fighting 

against the energy around me in an 
attempt to be somewhere else, I wasn’t 
walking the path of a Priestess. I was 
too busy being wrapped up in the trials 
and tribulations of the mundane life 
and had forgotten my true purpose. 
Keeping sight of this true purpose is a 
constant challenge these days. In times 
past, a Priest or Priestess had only one 
job: to serve the spiritual needs of the 
community. In the modern world, we 
must wear many hats as we care for 
our family, make a living, and race 
around doing all the things we’re con-
vinced we have to do. All of these 
other responsibilities and focuses can 
easily distract us from our spiritual 
path. It’s not the first time that I’ve 
allowed myself to be diverted by mun-
dane life, and I’m sure it won’t be the 

last.  

For now, I’ve stopped fighting against 
the forces that are telling me I’m just 
where I’m supposed to be. I’m wel-
coming the renewal of spring into my 
soul and awakening my inner goddess. 
I’m sharing myself and my energy 
with others. I’m spending more time in 
nature, talking to the birds, and liter-
ally stopping to smell the flowers. I’m 

still listening to “Brigid” daily as a reminder of my path and my 
calling. The song will be released on Jenna’s next CD in a few 
months (find info about this amazing musician at 
www.greeneladymusic.com), and I’m sure it will inspire many 
others to “find that divine spark within, to find the truth in my-

self, and put love above all else.”  

This reminds me of another song, written by Cindy Finkle, 
a woman who grew up in another small town in York County. 
When she first moved to Nashville, she spent her time and en-
ergy feeling homesick. In her song, “Where I Live,” she starts 
out saying, “this is where I live, but it ain’t home,” but then she 
finds her path. Later she says, “Find where you belong and call 
it home,” and ends the song with, “This is where I live, I call it 

home.”  

I am a Priestess in a small town in York County. This is 

where I live. I call it home.  e 
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by Cynthia “Raven” Grimm 

It’s that time of year again! Habitat for Humanity of 
Greater Portland has a series of spring walks to raise money for 
various projects. Once again, the Interfaith Committee is spon-
soring a walk in Portland. This is the 5th annual Portland Inter-

faith Walk!  

Here’s a little history on how this all began. In late 2006, 
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Portland began work on the 
first-ever Interfaith Habitat house. And we don’t just mean the 
first in Portland. This was the first in the world. The concept 
was to have people of all faiths work together to fundraise and 
coordinate volunteer support. 
The Pagan community was wel-
comed with open arms, and Cyn-
thia Collins of Maine Pagan 
Clergy Association took the seat 
at the table for our community. 
That historic house funded by 
the interfaith committee’s efforts 
was dedicated in 2010 and the 
Munye family is living happily 

in their new home. 

The interfaith committee worked so well together that 
we’ve decided to continue working as a community to raise 
funds and awareness for Habitat. This year’s interfaith walk 
will be held on Sunday, May 22nd at St. Pius X Catholic 
Church on Ocean Avenue in Portland. Registration begins at 
noon, with the core group of walkers heading out at 1 pm to 
walk around Baxter Boulevard. Funds raised from this event 
will benefit a home being built in Westbrook for a single 
mother and her children who emigrated here from Africa. 
They’ve had some rough times since coming to America but 
have persevered and will soon be rewarded for their hard work 

with a home of their own.   

If you’d like to help build this family’s American Dream, 
you can sign up to walk or just raise money. To participate in 
the walk and/or fundraise, you can register online at 
www.firstgiving.com/habitatme. In the center of the page, under 
“Want to raise money?” click the Join a Team link. I’ve named 
the Pagan Community team Tree Huggers. Join us or form your 
own team for your Circle, Coven, Grove, etc. You’ll need to 
select the Interfaith Walk, then register. You may need to 
choose “view all teams” on the right side of the page to join our 
team. You can then share the link to your site with family and 
friends via email, Facebook, or Twitter. Forms will also be 
available at Beltane on the Beach and other community events 

this spring.  

We’ve set some lofty goals for our walk this year. We have 
steadily increased our number of walkers/fundraisers and the 
funds we’ve raised each year. Last year, even with the eco-
nomic struggles we’ve all been facing, we raised over $5000 
with 75 walkers/fundraisers. Our goal for this year is 150 walk-

Habitat for Humanity Interfaith Events 

ers and $10,000! Remember, you don’t have to be in Portland 
or do the walk in order to fundraise! We have a friendly compe-
tition amongst the faith communities for most walkers and 
funds raised, so be sure to join the Tree Huggers team or form 
your own. Let’s show our interfaith partners what we can do 

and really raise the roof this year!  

We have a great group of volunteers from our community 
who will be working at the walk, many of whom have been 
there for several years. I’d like to give special recognition to 
Silver Cauldron Coven of Saco. All or most of their members 
have been there every year supporting this event, slaving over a 

hot grill, giving the opening 
blessing, staffing various areas, 
and helping out wherever they 
can. Thanks to all our volunteers 
for your efforts at this year’s 

walk and over the years! 

Another way to get involved 
with Habitat is to volunteer at a 
work site. You don’t have to be 
a carpenter or have any special 
skills. Their wonderful staff will 
teach you everything you need 

to know to work on the site. I guarantee you’ll have fun, too! If 
you’re interested, contact the volunteer coordinator at volun-
teer@habitatme.org. Habitat loves youth volunteers, too. Youth 
must be 16 or older to volunteer at a work site. For younger 
volunteers, there are special projects in the ReStore in Portland. 
Homeschooling, Spiral Scouts, or other groups are welcome. 
Interested youth or parents/leaders should contact the Youth 
coordinator at youth@habitatme.org or 772-2151 to schedule a 

work day and project.  

Habitat is a great organization that helps families find the 
security and stability of owning their own homes. I’ve volun-
teered for numerous organizations over the years and have 
never worked with another that works so hard to show how 
much they appreciate their volunteers. I hope you’ll help in 

whatever ways you can to contribute to their success.  e 



EarthTides Pagan Network News Page 6 

by BlackLion and Starcat 

The invitations are all delivered, and each day we receive 
several messenger birds bearing RSVPs from our friends and 
neighbors around the valley. It looks like our Formal High 
Spring Fancy Dance and Feast is going to be an event to re-
member! The nervous birds are glad their tasks are all done, as 
they’ve had to avoid the clutches of three excited cats. In the 
meantime, we work in the garden, tilling soil and planting seeds 

and tucking in seedlings. 

At last, it’s the morning of the big day! We adorn a willing 
Maude and the reluctant cats with bells for the festivities. We 
use rugged sawhorses and long planks to assemble our outdoor 
feast table. We roll some stumps over from the fire pit to serve 
as seats, draping them with bright fabric scraps to protect our 
guests’ fancy garments and cushion their tushes. The cottage is 
filled with tantalizing smells as we bustle about, stirring and 

kneading and sampling. 

Our musician friends are, as usual, the first to arrive. We 
greet them warmly, admiring their motley regalia. They help us 
finish hanging up paper lanterns around the dance floor space 
that we set aside in the back yard. We help them to set up their 

instruments, marveling at the new balaclava and talking drums. 

Before the next round of guests arrive, we set the soup to 
keep warm as we take to the bedroom to change our attire. We 
adorn with epaulets, vambrances, tunics, tights, circlets, sashes, 
baubles, glitter, and of course, high leather boots. We hear the 
knocker at the front door and quickly rush to greet our guests 
and put the appetizers out on the table near the fireplace. We 
offer them a choice of beverages: iced herbal sun tea, cold milk, 
wild blueberry cordial, or some 

combination thereof. 

As more and more guests 
arrive and the party spills over 
into the yard, we mingle and ad-
mire the finery of those in atten-
dance. We see dazzling jewels, 
pink tulle skirts, shiny buttoned 
uniforms, plumed chapeaux, 
silken wraps, more than a few 
jingle bells, colorful batiks, and 
one black-and-gold kimono. Let 

the dancing begin! 

Our musician friends start 
with a jaunty jig, followed by 
waltzes, rumbas, brawls, foxtrots, 
and a processional to showcase 
all the beautiful garments. Every-
one is laughing and merry, with 
the youngest community mem-
bers running on and off the dance 
floor in their own complex 

rhythms and games. After working up quite the appetite, dinner 

is served. 

With many helping hands, the feast is soon laid on the huge 
outdoor table. There are: fresh greens with mustard dressing, 
crisp crackers and pungent cheeses, zucchini relish, toasted flax 
seed bread, maple butter, white bean spread with rosemary, 
black bean soup, deviled eggs, and angel food cake. The danc-
ers all dig in heartily, and heaping plates are offered to the mu-
sicians. Luckily, there is an abundance of food for everyone. 
Soon, tummies are rubbed and sighs of pleasure can be heard 
around the yard. The cats nibble on bits of cheese that have 
been generously donated to them, fine feathered friends forgot-
ten for now. Maude brays from the barn and someone heads her 

way with a handful of greens to garnish her dinner. 

After we rest a bit, enjoying the strains of quieter music, 
it’s time for the egg hunt. Groups of two or three gather to-
gether to search the yard, cottage, garden, and barn with baskets 
woven together for just this occasion. Squeals of joy and gasps 
of discovery are heard throughout the grounds as twilight de-
scends. Dyed, chocolate, carved, glittered, painted, gilded, and 
bejeweled eggs are found by all, in varying counts. The choco-
late eggs are shared and savored immediately and the game of 

egg seeking evolves into one of hide and seek. 

As the counts begin – one…two…three…– a host of us 
streak off and disappear. Hiding behind our favorite big tree, 
Mama Oak, we are suddenly startled at being discovered by 
three curious cats, sans bells. We gently shoo them away and 
tell them to find their own hiding spots as the time for hiding 

runs out. “Ready or not, here we come!” e 

Faerie Tidings: Hide and Seek with the Spring Faeries 
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by Starcat 

March 26, 2011, 1pm in Sidney 

Attending: BlackLion, Flo, Arwen, Eric, Starcat, and Fred 

(by phone). Leigh also joined us by phone later in the meeting. 

Starcat welcomed everyone and thanked them for attend-

ing. 

Secretary’s Report: Starcat brought the minutes from the 
last annual meeting, which were taken by Jane. The minutes 
were approved unanimously. In the absence of the recording 
secretary, Starcat volunteered to take the minutes for today’s 

meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report: Flo gave the report. 

Our current totals are: 

Savings:  $ 500.21 

CD due 2/6/12: $2087.73 

CD due 10/14/11: $1003.78 

CD due 1/14/12: $1004.37 

Checking:   $ 102.25 

For a total of: $4698.34 

Flo asked about making a donation to the 
Pagan Preserves or other project. The group de-
cided to use the EarthTides money to donate to 
Pagan Preserves when a piece of land became 
available. There had been talk at the previous meeting of donat-
ing to Cherry Hill Seminary, but we decided not to pursue it 

given the school’s recent instability. 

Arwen proposed setting up an EarthTides scholarship at the 
Bangor Theological Seminary for Pagans who are studying and 
will serve the Maine Pagan community. We could do a $250. 
grant each academic year. We discussed doing scholarships for 
Maine Pagans studying at any school for that purpose, but we 
agreed to start with Bangor Theological Seminary, which has a 
campus in southern Maine as well. It was agreed that we could 
keep it simple at first, and that hopefully the seminary would do 
the administration and evaluation of candidates for us. Also, as 
we publicize what we’re doing, then Pagans who are studying 
to become clergy at other schools could inquire about scholar-
ships for their program, and we could look into expanding from 

there. 

TO DO: 

Arwen will contact Bangor Theological Seminary to make 
the initial inquiry about providing a scholarship for 

Pagan students. 

Common Ground Fair report: Eric said there was not 
much new to report. We are about to apply for this year’s 
booth, and will request two booths again this year. Our Tarot 
readings have been well received at the Fair. We discussed of-

fering booth space for other organizations’ literature, and 
agreed that yes, we’ll still do that for groups we’re familiar 
with. The Eastern Maine Pagan Pride Association (EMPPA) is 
applying for a booth this year. If they don’t get one, we will 
offer to share ours, and ask them to help staff it. We all agreed 
it would be good to have an EarthTides booth at both Southern 
Maine Pagan Pride Day and Eastern Maine Pagan Pride Day 

this year. 

Interfaith Coordinator’s report: Starcat hadn’t heard 
from Thea, but will check with her to see if she still wants to 

continue. 

TO DO: 

Starcat will contact Thea to see if she still wants 

to continue as our Interfaith Coordinator. 

Newsletter Editor’s report:  BlackLion reported 
that things are generally going well, but that it’s a 
challenge to get people to send in articles. Herd-
ing cats takes a lot of energy. The newsletter has 
been late the past two issues. Deadlines have been 
set such that we should be able to get the newslet-
ter out before the first sabbat of each quarter, but 

that hasn’t been possible. 

Some suggestions for material included: quality 
public domain articles from the Internet, getting 
author permission to reprint online articles, 
checking with The Wild Hunt for material, and 

Pagan blogs like T. Thorn Coyle’s blog (with author permis-
sion). Arwen suggested that BlackLion check with Peter about 
material from the new Pagan newswire collective. Eric will 
provide an article on the recent Meader’s Cup for the spring 

issue. This discussion led into the first agenda item. 

Newsletter assistance:  

BlackLion requested assistance with the calendar, mailing 
out the paper subscriptions, and coordinating advertising. At the 
last meeting, Jane had volunteered to be the advertising coordi-

nator. We need to follow up with her about that. 

Eric said he will try to go back to doing the calendar again. 
BlackLion noted that often we don’t have enough lead time on 
getting events from MEP and WitchVox. He noted that even if 
Eric sent along events in raw form, it would be helpful. Eric 
and BlackLion will work on the calendar together for each is-
sue. Fred noted that he has a calendar item for the Houlton 

group’s Beltane ritual. 

There are very few folks who now have paper copies sent 
to them. A suggestion for streamlining the process was to see if 
Will’s Copy Center could mail them to us (rather than Black-
Lion having to travel to pick them up), or if they would even 

mail them out to subscribers. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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by John Beckett 

No Unsacred Place 

http://nature.pagannewswirecollective.com/ 

It matters what we believe. 

As above, so below.  As within, so without. 

Bolivia is set to enact a law recognizing that Nature has 
inherent rights.  From an article in the Guardian, these include 
“the right to life and to exist; the right to continue vital cycles 
and processes free from human alteration; the right to pure wa-
ter and clean air; the right to balance; 
the right not to be polluted; and the 
right to not have cellular structure 

modified or genetically altered.” 

If such a law seems unimagin-
able in the United States, you are 
literally correct.  It cannot be imag-
ined because it does not fit into the 

majority worldviews in this country. 

The majority religious world-
view teaches that the Earth was cre-
ated by a supreme being who then 
gave humans “dominion” over 
it.  This worldview is based on a 
hierarchy of ownership:  all rights 
belong to the owner, who can do with the owned as he 
pleases.  One of the few things I remember from a business law 
class in graduate school was the principle that “the value of a 
thing is what it will bring in an open market” – no thing, not 
even the Earth itself, has value of its own, only what value is 

derived from its usefulness or desirability to humans. 

Even our Christian friends who support “creation 
care” (and make no mistake, they are our friends) do so from 
this hierarchical worldview:  they believe caring for the Earth is 
important because it is God’s creation, not because the Earth 

has rights of its own. 

The majority secular worldview in this country claims the 
autonomy of the individual human is the greatest good.  This 
new law demands that the rights of humans be balanced against 
the rights of the Earth.  Some will see this as an infringement 
on their autonomy, and they will frame their arguments as a 
human battle – those who want to protect the Earth vs. those 
who want to exploit the Earth.  Or worse, as a battle between 
“oppression” and “freedom.”  They will never consider that the 

Earth has rights which should also be valued and respected. 

It matters what we believe. 

As above, so below.  As within, so without. 

This law fits well within an indigenous worldview, and it is 
no coincidence that Bolivia’s Evo Morales is South America’s 
first indigenous president.  Despite our tendency to romanticize 

them, indigenous cultures are not perfect.  But people who live 
close to the land understand that the Earth is alive and that it 
must be respected.  Some of that respect comes from gratitude, 
from the “blessings” (as this law describes natural resources) 
the Earth provides.  Some of it comes from observing the power 
of the Earth – volcanoes, hurricanes, earthquakes, wild ani-
mals.  When you understand that you aren’t the most powerful 
thing in the universe, you start to understand that the Earth 

should be respected and valued, and that it has rights of its own. 

This law also fits well within a Pagan worldview.  The 
Charge of the Goddess speaks of “I, who am the beauty of the 

green Earth and the white Moon 
among the Stars and the mysteries of 
the Waters” – many Pagans see the 
Earth as the body of the God-
dess.  Others acknowledge nature 
spirits and the Spirits of Nature.  Still 
others worship Gaia or other god-
desses specifically associated with 
the Earth.  The common thread 
through all these beliefs and prac-
tices is the idea that the Earth is di-
vine and sacred.  And if the Earth is 
divine and sacred, then it has inher-

ent value and rights. 

Perhaps most importantly, this law 
fits well within a scientific worldview.  Not a materialistic 
worldview, but a scientific worldview based on facts and obser-
vations of things as they really are.  Science has shown that we 
weren’t placed on the Earth, we grew out of the Earth.  We 
share the vast majority of our DNA with chimpanzees and 
bonobos, large amounts with other primates, much with other 
animals, and some with insects and plants.  We may be the 
most intelligent and most industrious creatures in this world 
(whether we are the wisest is another question), but the differ-
ences between humans and other creatures is one of degree, not 
one of kind.  They are – quite literally – our relatives, and we 
are all dependent on the Earth to sustain our lives.  If we have 

inherent value and rights then so do they. 

It matters what we believe. 

As above, so below.  As within, so without. 

What we believe about the universe determines what we 
can imagine, and what we can imagine determines what we can 
create.  I am thankful that the people of Bolivia are creating 

something the people of the United States could not. 

But I can imagine a future where the majority worldview in 
North America will be more compatible with indigenous, Pa-
gan, and scientific worldviews, and I am committed to making 

that future a reality. 

It matters what we believe. 

As above, so below.  As within, so without. e 

It Matters What We Believe 
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by Snowhawke 

I recently went to the local prison to help conduct a ritual 
on Ostara (Alban Eilir in Druidry – the light of Spring) for the 
prisoner Wiccan Group. When I arrived there was a lot of ten-
sion in the room. Vibrations of competition and contention 
bouncing around, everyone guarded with spiky edges. There 

was no sense of centeredness or sanctity in the room. 

One new person was in attendance and he was very impa-
tient for things to get started. It was his first introduction to 
paganism and he wasn’t impressed with the group. His aggrava-
tion with the process was showing through and with a voice 

bordering on anger, he threatened to leave. 

So it came to me, in my role as a priest, to pull this together 
and shift the energies. I reminded the group that while I may be 
facilitating, this isn’t “my” ritual but rather “our” ritual. And it 

was our collective intention that would determine the outcome. 

We started simply, going through the process of talking 
about the ritual. I asked people to consider: what is going on in 
Nature at this time and what is the focus of this rite? A young 
man who had given a teaching on the elements a few weeks 
before led a guided meditation to root into the Earth. Next I 
talked about rooting in our ancestors, reaching to feel the con-
nection to our bloodline, the endless connection of souls that 
have moved through time from the very beginning of humanity, 
successfully procreating and passing on their knowledge, the 
end result being us. I spoke of how we root in the Earth to 
ground us in place and how we connect with our ancestors to 
root us in time, in the very moment. I spoke of how the ances-
tors are behind us and inside of us urging us forward saying to 
us, “Live with courage, this is your time.” We acknowledged 
the elements and called the four directions. I reminded each 
person that when we call to a direction we are reaching for a 
relationship, “who here in the North can we make relationship 
with?”, how we honor Nature that is everywhere, endless souls 
in all directions and all of it sacred. We acknowledged the altar, 
the beauty of it, how it was crafted by us to remind us to stop 
the endless chatter of the mundane and consider: what is impor-
tant to us, what is sacred? And then someone cast a circle, and I 
reminded them that a circle is an extension of the altar, a sacred 
space big enough for us to stand in. Step by step we went 

through the motions of crafted sacred space. 

Going through this process, we began the gradual shift of 
our mindset, from the mundane, from contention and conflict, 
to listening to the world around us, to reaching for that soul 
deep connection to all that is sacred to us, to reach for a pagan 
place, one that is filled with spirit and sanctity. Going through 
the steps, taking each one carefully without hurry, and most 
importantly, doing this as a group, we all arrived together in a 
ritual state of mind – awake, ready, present, listening. We each 
found the connections needed to find the courage to open up, to 

share our honesty. 

From this place, the point of the ritual was exercised – the 
planting of seeds for the year. Each of us spoke of what we 
were planting, what we fully intended on growing this year. 
And each person’s statement of intent was witnessed by the 
group, by the spirits of place and by the gods. Each person 
meditated on a sigil to remind them of the seeds they were com-
mitted to bringing to fruition. Each step along the way, I wove 
words to remind us that each person is a soul, beautiful and 
sacred, that we are a tribe, a circle of brothers and we are not 
alone, that all around us is a world filled with spirit and it was 
up to us to recognize it, honor it, craft relationship with it so 

that the awen flows. 

Once we had all spoken, we shared the traditional cakes 
and wine (cookies and water in this case). I asked that each of 
us eat break the cookies into parts so that we all shared of each 
other’s intent. I also took the remaining pieces, the crumbs, and 
put them in my pocket, promising to really plant these seeds in 
the Earth. Indeed they are in my garden at home, feeding the 

soil and the souls being nurtured in it. 

And then we closed the rite, giving thanks to the Earth, the 
ancestors, the elements, the spirits of place and all the souls in 
each direction that witnessed our words and held the space for 

us to do our work. 

As we all chatted after, laughing and making plans for the 
next gathering, it was remarkable how the attitudes had 
changed. The impatient new guy who arrived aggravated and 
skeptical left with an energy in his step that told me he had 
found home. He tasted of the beauty of a pagan life. He spoke 
to me briefly before he left and there was a smile in his eyes. 

Each person left filled with ideas and energy (Awen!). 

I share this story, not to boast of my skills as a priest (being 
a priest isn’t a skill but rather a potential), but to point out the 

power of simple ritual to craft change. 

It seems those of us who have been on this journey for 
many years get so jaded about public group ritual. We often 
feel they just don’t go deep enough. I think part of that is our 
own desire to dive in deeper, to reach beyond the edges of what 
our souls have known. As we gain experience in paganism, we 
are willing to risk more, to be more vulnerable, to let go of the 
known, of certainty, and dare massive change, to confront pat-
terns in our lives that hold us back from total immersion into 
the river of awen that comes from touching the gods. But that is 
our own work to do. The tribe, the grove, the group isn’t the 
place for that breaking part. Having tasted these deeper desires, 
we think there isn’t much use in public and group ritual. But I 
think we underestimate just what we experience in these shared 

settings. 

The next time you do a group rite, pay attention to your 
mindset and the energy of the group prior to starting. Check in 
with it at the end of the ritual. Shifting from simple distraction 

(Continued on page 12) 
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serious issues. The permaculture movement, being widely 
taught by longtime Reclaiming witch Starhawk and her col-
leagues (among others), broadens self-sufficiency into a project 
for neighborhoods to collaborate on. Homeschoolers across the 
world are taking their kids’ education (and their own) back into 

the hands of families and intentional communities. 

Rather than getting overwhelmed about all the work it 
would take to get completely “off the grid,” simply start where 
you are. Make a list of things you can do and learn, and work 
them into your budget and schedule. If you’re interested in 
growing herbs, study their medicinal and nutritional properties. 
If you already heat your home with a woodstove, explore how 
to cook on it and find ways to manage your land so that you can 
provide your own fuel. Even in an urban setting, you can grow 
tomatoes in buckets and collect rainwater. Invest in some qual-
ity how-to books and ask community members to share their 

expertise on aspects of self-sufficiency that interest you. 

2. Pursue your callings. One of the quintessential spiritual 
questions is “why am I here?” As Pagans, we may have already 
asked ourselves this question and may even feel that we have 
some pretty good answers. Yet in our culture, the system isn’t 
set up to encourage us to listen to our soul’s desires, but rather 
to prod us to find ways to make as much money as possible and 
spend it just as quickly. Perhaps one of the ways we can con-
tribute to meaningful change in the future is by swimming up-

stream. 

Consider the possibility that your callings were given to 
you, or chosen by you, as a way of contributing to the world in 
a meaningful way. Why, then, wouldn’t you pursue them? If 
you allow the possibility of higher wisdom (yours or that of a 
Goddess or God or another form of consciousness), then it 

makes sense to listen to the quiet voice of your spirit.  

No matter how old you are or what phase of life you’re in, 
take some time to explore your callings. Make a list of what 
you love to do, your talents, and what you’ve always wanted to 
learn. Meditate on this question: “If you had infinite time and 
money, what would you choose to do?” Once you’ve identified 
a calling (or two, or three), make a plan to follow it. Start small 
if you like, but take steps toward your soul’s deep desire. See it 

as a way to offer yourself in service to the future. 

3. Use technology to make connections. Sure, media such 
as TV and the Internet can be distractions from important things 
going on in the world. But they can also be used as tools to fos-
ter connections, spread ideas, and share resources. Challenge 
yourself to use technology to make a difference in ways that are 

important to you. 

Some examples: Take or teach an online workshop. Net-
work with local food enthusiasts in your area, and start a local 
meet-up for bartering and potlucks. Initiate an e-mail campaign 
or online petition to raise awareness about water quality. Join 
an alternative social network, like Evolver.net. Write a blog 

based on ways to live in harmony with the seasons and lunar 

phases. The options are nearly limitless. 

Creating or joining an online community is a wonderful 
source of learning, support, and inspiration. While it’s no sub-
stitute for an in-person community, it can be uplifting, espe-
cially for less-common interests. Whether your passion is radi-
cal unschooling, vegan cooking, or beekeeping, you’ll find 
groups of like-minded folks on the Internet. Often you can en-
counter people who live nearby, whom you might not have 
found otherwise, and make plans to meet up. The web has been 
a huge help to Pagans in connecting with one another over the 
past decade, and we can expand this use to support our efforts 

as we deliberately create the future.  

4. Hone your magickal abilities. One of the many theories 
about humankind’s future is that we’re approaching a break-
through in consciousness. Daniel Pinchbeck, in his book “Notes 
From the Edge Times,” writes: “My hypothesis, shared by 
many, is that there is also a change happening in human con-
sciousness, with increasing numbers of people recognizing psy-
chic capabilities and undergoing initiations that lead to mystical 
insights, compassionate openings, and awareness of deeper lev-
els of unity.” He goes on, “As our current civilization melts 
down around us, my personal hope is that those people who 
have initiated themselves through spiritual practices – whether 
yoga, meditation, shamanism, martial arts, or other disciplines – 
will step forward as leaders, helping the multitudes who have 
not been prepared for such a shift.” Pagans, especially those 
who have been practicing for years, are those new conscious-

ness leaders. 

As we practice using our consciousness and will, we are 
affecting not only ourselves, but also the greater whole. Every-
thing is connected. Each person who sees beyond the veil and 
learns to shift her or his own energies is part of the global 
awakening. The observers affect the experiment. As we raise 
our collective vibration, more and more people will become 
aware of their spiritual longings and begin to explore the fron-

tiers of consciousness. 

Whether the shift is sudden or gradual, more people will 
look to experienced shamans, mystics, and mages for advice. 
Those of us who are devoted to a regular spiritual practice are 
not only helping ourselves, but also potentially helping those 
who will turn to us for guidance. As priests and priestesses of 
earth-based spiritualities, we may find that we are no longer 
shunned or feared, but instead sought out. Our clergy may be 
called upon to step up to full-time teaching, service, and heal-

ing, much as the wise women and men of earlier times. 

5. Be an activist. Many Pagan traditions encourage activ-
ism, particularly in the realm of the environment. Pagans play 
key roles in local politics, human rights efforts, and helping 
preserve habitat for endangered species, just to name a few. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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TO DO: 

Starcat will check with Jane about coordinating advertis-

ing. 

Eric and BlackLion will collaborate on the calendar. 

BlackLion will look into Will’s Copy Center helping with 

mailing out copies. 

Increasing EarthTides Membership: 

It was proposed that we try to increase our member/
subscriber base. No one has been following up with lapsed 
members to get them to renew. We discussed doing this elec-
tronically, now that most members are receiving the newsletter 
electronically and we have their e-mail address. We also need 
an online method for people to sign up and renew their mem-
berships. It would be much more convenient to be able to pro-

vide a link where they can pay online. 

Flo will set up a separate credit union account to receive 
money from PayPal for subscriptions, renewals, and donations. 
We had also discussed at the last meeting having a donation 
button for Pagan Preserves. Eric said he could also set up an 

account where PayPal donations for that project could go. 

We talked about membership in general, and why people 
would be motivated to become EarthTides members. Several 
reasons were provided: altruism (to serve the Pagan commu-
nity), the newsletter itself (this was a draw for Pagans new to 
the community or to Paganism; BlackLion spoke to several 
folks at Common Ground and EMPPD who mentioned this), 
becoming part of a larger whole and sharing ideas and commu-
nity. We agreed that we have a big challenge as a group that 
rarely meets in person, but noted that online groups can and do 

give that sense of fellowship too. 

We noted that we haven’t really been active on the 
EarthTides Yahoo group. We should send all subscribers an 
invitation (via e-mail) to join the list. We could each commit to 
being more involved with that list and generating more posts 

and conversation. 

Arwen said that as our group of involved folks grows, we 
may need to meet somewhere with broadband Internet access, 
so we can connect online. Starcat and Eric both mentioned do-
ing an online chat, such as the EMPPA has been doing. Black-
Lion said you can do the online chats for free, and perhaps we 
should do a quarterly chat meeting to check on our to-do list 

items. 

Getting back to increasing our membership, Starcat sug-
gested that we need a membership coordinator. She has some-
one in mind who might be willing to get involved with that sort 

of work. 

TO DO: 

Flo to set up an account for receiving PayPal money, and 

send the info to BlackLion. 

Eric to set up an account for Pagan Preserves for receiving 

PayPay money, and send the info to BlackLion. 

BlackLion to set up an online member signup and renewal 

page. 

Starcat to find a volunteer membership coordinator. Once 
that happens, she’ll coordinate with that person and 
BlackLion to begin finding new members and getting 

lapsed ones to renew. 

BlackLion to set up quarterly chat meetings. 

New Business: 

Weekend Retreats: Eric mentioned that he’s been think-
ing about reviving the EarthTides weekend retreat. He needs 
some other folks who can put in some volunteer time to make it 
happen. We could use some of our funds to make the deposit 
for such an event, though we’d still need to be sure that the 
costs were covered by the attendees. Flo noted we’d need to 
plan in advance for such a use of funds, to avoid CD with-
drawal penalties, although she noted the penalties are low. The 
EMPPA folks have lots of positive energy and might be willing 

to help with or co-sponsor such an event. 

TO DO: 

Eric will talk with Keri and Theresa about the weekend 

retreat idea. 

Old Business: 

Bylaws: We had previously discussed amending our by-
laws to make elections more streamlined and simple. We also 
talked about not having set terms for officers, but would also 
need a provision to remove an officer if necessary. Arwen vol-

unteered to draft something to share with the group. 

TO DO: 

Arwen will draft an amendment to the bylaws to modify 

the election process. 

Other old business: We reviewed the previous meeting’s 
minutes and checked on the to-do list items. Several had been 
completed, and others were no longer relevant. The ones we 
forwarded to this year’s list (in addition to the ones discussed 
above, such as the online subscriptions and advertising coordi-

nation) are as follows: 

TO DO: 

Eric will send new photos of our T-shirts and bags to 

BlackLion for the newsletter. 

Arwen will encourage members to use the existing “Maine 
Pagans” page on Facebook to promote EPN (this was 

preferred to setting up a separate fan page for EPN). 

(Continued from page 7) 
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EPN Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 

Starcat and BlackLion will encourage writers to promote 
their own work online and in the Maine Pagan com-

munity generally. 

All members are encouraged to tell their Pagan friends 

about EPN and encourage them to become members. 

BlackLion and Starcat will be in touch with Jane about 
Witchvox and other possible ways to use and abuse 

her expertise as a web/social media person. 

Starcat will contact Kevin to see if there is anything EPN 

can do to support his work with Pagans in prison. e 

(Continued from page 11) 

Starcat’s Corner (cont’d) 

Even if you don’t have money to donate to causes that you care 

about, you can volunteer some of your time. Get involved! 

Pick a cause that speaks to you. Look for ways to use your 
skills and talents to help. Concentrate most of your volunteer 
efforts on your top priority, but also make time to help other 
causes in less time-intensive ways – sign petitions, fundraise for 
a walk or run to support a charity, and vote. When you’re de-
voting time to improving conditions for people, animals, trees, 
or the Earth as a whole, you’ll be contributing to your own fu-

ture and that of generations to come. 

Remember to participate in a positive way that nurtures 
your spirit. If you’re constantly exhausted and burn yourself out 
by trying to do too much, you won’t have any energy left to 
give. If you often get angry and stressed about the terrible 
things that are happening in the world, you’re going to eventu-
ally make yourself physically ill. Take care of yourself so you 

can continue your good work over the long haul. 

6. Visualize what you want to see. Visualization has a bad 
reputation with some Pagans. It is seen as the province of New 
Age gurus who want us to believe we can conjure up a new car 
just by picturing one. We live in a consensual reality, and there 
are limits on what we can achieve, or at least how much time 
and effort we’ll have to put into it. However, the law of attrac-
tion, also known as sympathetic magick, does have a powerful 

effect on our experience. 

An effective way to influence the consensual reality is to 
consistently focus on what you’d like to experience. Working 
with your deeply held beliefs and attitudes, you can deliberately 
create a structure for manifesting your ideal vision of the future. 
What changes would you like to see? Envision your ideal day 
ten, twenty, or thirty years from now. Make sure your scenario 

is something you can realistically believe possible. 

For inspiration, read some quality utopian fiction. 
Starhawk’s “The Fifth Sacred Thing,” Ursula K. Leguin’s 
“Always Coming Home,” and David Brin’s “Earth” all provide 
ideas and much food for thought. Along with using visualiza-
tion, you can try writing your own futuristic fiction, creating a 
painting, or composing music based on your view of where 
we’re going as a species and a planet. By placing your focus on 
what you want to manifest, rather than constantly complaining, 

you help bring it forth into the collective reality. 

7. Ask how you can help. One of the roles of clergy is to 
facilitate sacred connections. As Pagans, we are in touch with 
the cycles of the Earth and the phases of the Moon. We are 
open to signs and signals from trees, the wind, our animal cous-
ins, the oceans, and plant communities. We can learn to ask the 
spirits of nature what is needed and listen deeply to the an-

swers. 

Asking how you can be of service and then following 
through on the information you receive allows you to work with 
and for the Earth. Perhaps the answers you receive will require 
a radical shift of lifestyle or maybe you are already heading 
down the path you intended. By fostering a deep connection 
with the energies all around you, you’ll find harmony and bal-

ance.  

Using the tools we have available to us, Pagans can be a 
helpful force in creating a positive future. We can live radiantly 
in the present moment, without worry, while preparing for un-
known changes. We’ll not only survive, but also thrive as we 
help other beings and the Earth we share. The actions we take 
will bring peace and joy to our surroundings, and help uplift the 
collective vibration of the planet. By being true to our soul’s 
vision, we will have a far-reaching effect on history, even if our 
individual efforts remain anonymous. Our Pagan perspective is 
an asset to future generations and they are eagerly anticipating 

how we’ll choose to bring it to bear. e 

(Continued from page 10) 

and low-level stress of daily life to one of joy, centeredness and 
sharing, is not to be underestimated. While we take each step on 
the path by our own volition, there is strength in seeing we are 

not alone on the journey. We confirm a shared view of the 
world. There is true power in that. It is deeper than we imagine. 

e 
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Networking 

The people and groups listed here have volunteered to serve as points of contact for those seeking Pagan community. Any person or group 

may be listed here by contacting EPN to arrange such a listing. 

EPN has no interest in serving as the "Pagan police," and explicitly supports the autonomy of each person and group in matters of faith, be-
lief and worship. The Maine Pagan community encompasses a wide variety of people and practices, and seekers are cautioned that any person or 

activity that makes you uncomfortable is probably wrong for you.  

For more in-depth information on many of the groups and contacts in the network, see the EPN website at earthtides.org.e 

BE A PART OF EPN 

BANGOR AREA 

Eastern Maine Pagan Pride Day (EMPPD). Monthly meetings and additional 
fundraisers, leading up to EMPPD. Bangor. Keri Alley, (207) 947-7290. Keri Alley, coyo-
tewalkingtree@gmail.com or Teresa Cassinelli, asetmoonglow@gmail.com. 

Temple of the Feminine Divine. Legally recognized "church" with ordained clergy 
offering public Sabbat rituals, library, meditation space, ordination program, rites of 
passage, and religious counseling. Bangor. (207) 941-0261. TOFDBangor@aol.com. 

DOWNEAST  

Leslie Linder. Public rituals, classes, and workshops (including online), handfast-
ings and Wiccanings. Ellsworth. leslielinder@hotmail.com. www.universalclass.com/i/
crn/13095.htm. 

KENNEBEC VALLEY 

Red Tail Alliance. Twice-monthly open traditional Native American Sacred Circle 
meetings and Full Moon Ceremonies (Shoshone). Starks. Carmen Gauthier, (207) 696-
8262. redtailali@peoplepc.com. www.redtailalliance.org. 

Bill and Johanna Chellis. Pantheists working with the circle, wheel and labyrinth. 
Augusta. (207) 685-3860. 

LAKES AND MOUNTAINS REGION 

Snowhawke/Kevin E. Emmons. An active Druid priest offering public classes, 
one-on-one mentoring, prison ministry, press contact, Druid sweat lodges, and free 
training material including a year-long course in Druidry. Casco. (207) 655-1211. 
snowhawke@gmail.com. 

Kerry of Forest Sanctuary. Clergy services include rites of passage, coordination 
between hospitals and prisons, formal or informal training, and therapy. Jay. forestsanc-
tuary@yahoo.com. www.forestsanctuarymaine.org. 

Ananta Androscoggin/ Rev. Peter W. Jokinen. Offering use of the Groves of the 
Greene Man's Denne facilities for ritual, private or public events, handfastings, and 
weddings. Contact person for Pagan Newswire Collective. Greene. (207) 946-7732. 
greeneman@fairpoint.net. www.fairpoint.net/~sirpeterj. 

Silver Circle. Open Sabbat and Esbat rituals and instruction in eclectic Wicca and 
Pagan paths. Lewiston, Livermore, Bath-Brunswick. (207) 897-9673. angash-
sash60@yahoo.com or elfmanofnemedd@yahoo.com. 

Lorelei Greenwood of Cynwyd (KIN-wood) Circle. Teaching basic Wicca with 
Shamanic leanings, offering occasional public rituals and gatherings and rites of pas-

sage. Lewiston/Auburn. (207) 577-5946. firebornspirit@yahoo.com. 

PORTLAND AREA 

The Red Temple. Monthly gatherings for Pagan women. Westbrook. Kat 
Schorr, kat@wiccanlife.com. www.redtemple.ning.com. 

SOUTHERN MAINE 

Govannon Thunderwolf (Brian J. Schrader) . Offering a sympathetic ear, in-
struction, and a place to relax. Biddeford/Saco. (207) 283-6494. wizard76@hotmail.com. 

Jo Stories. Counseling, teaching, handfasting, coven membership, courses, and 
public rituals. South Windham. Jostories@aol.com. 

13 Moons Coven. Open full moon magical rituals with a focus on Egyptian deities 
and mythos. Kennebunk. temple@13moonscoven.org. 
www.myspace.com/13moonscoven or 13moonscoven.org. 

Taliesin and Star Weaver (Dirigo Reclaiming). Classes in the Reclaiming tradi-
tion, workshops, rituals by invitation, Tarot readings, and a sympathetic ear. York 
County. dirigoreclaim@earthlink.net. www.elementsofmagicalliving.com. 

Circle of the Silver Cauldron, Atlantic. Eclectic Wiccan coven emphasizing 
creativity and self-development; offers open Sabbat rituals. Saco. (207) 282-1491. 
oldewtch@maine.rr.com. www.silvercauldroncoven.com 

 STATEWIDE 

Ancient Riders, Maine chapter. The Ancient Riders is a group for motorcycle 
enthusiasts who are Pagan; all paths and bikes are welcome. www.ancientriders.org 

Maine Pagan Clergy Association. Support and networking for self-described 
Pagan clergy, avenue for licensure, and workshops. info@mainepaganclergy.org. 
www.mainepaganclergy.org. 

ONLINE RESOURCES 

EarthTides Pagan Network (EPN), earthtides.org 

EPN Mailing List, (open to newsletter subscribers only), to join go to: 
groups.yahoo.com/group/earthtides 

Maine Pagan Clergy Association (MPCA), www.mainepaganclergy.org 

Maine Pagan Mailing List (MEP), to join go to groups.yahoo.com/group/mepagan 

Maine Pagan Social Networking Site, to join go to mainepagans.ning.com  
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NOTE: If you'd like your event included in our calendar of events, 
please send us an e-mail, with Calendar Listings as the subject, to 
grove@ctel.net before the deadline for the issue in which you'd like it 
listed. Each issue of the newsletter lists the next deadline on the front 

page. 

If you would like an extra copy of this calendar to post on a public 
bulletin board, please feel free to photocopy it freely. If you know a 
business in your area which would like to post one, please send the 
information to the above e-mail address and we'll add it to the mailing 

list. 

As a service to the Pagan community, we seek to list as many 
events as possible that would be of interest to Maine Pagans. You need 
not be a member of EPN, or even a subscriber to this newsletter, to list 
an event here. All we ask is that events be non-profit -- that is, that any 

fees for participating not exceed the reasonable cost of putting on the 
event -- and submitted to us by e-mail or post by the publication dead-
line. (Those planning for-profit events are welcome to avail themselves 

of our very affordable advertising opportunities.) 

We make no claim as to the value or safety of any of these events, 
and caution our readers to rely on their own best judgment when assess-
ing any situation, particularly those involving strangers. That said, we 
also encourage you to participate in as wide a spectrum of the Pagan 
community as you can, both for your own enjoyment and because our 

community needs your positive energy and good fellowship.  

For up-to-date calendar events, see the EPN website at 

earthtides.org e 

Calendar of Events 

— April — 

17 13 Moons Coven Ritual for Min. Kennebunk. Min is a God of fertility 
and creation whose jet black skin represented the life giving, dark soil of the 
Earth. The ancient Egyptians invoked Min in planting and harvest rites to en-
sure the bounty and prosperity of the crops, and at all times in matters of viril-
ity. We ask those attending to begin showing up at 5 PM. Ritual will begin 
around 6 PM. All are welcome to attend so far as our space will provide. Chil-
dren are welcome so long as you feel that they will be able to stand still for a 
30 minute ritual. Those under the age of 18 will need to attend with a parent or 
guardian or work out arrangements with us beforehand. If you have any ques-
tions or need directions, please contact us at 13moonscoven@gmail.com. You 
can also check out our MySpace page at: www.myspace.com/13moonscoven 
and we are on Facebook as well. 

21-22 Lyrids Meteor Shower 

22 Earth Day 

23 Earth Day Ritual. Bangor. In Coe Park from 2-3PM. We will be creat-
ing a web of healing energy and encourage all to either come out or synchro-
nize at home and everywhere at the same time and day. Sponsored by 
EMPPA.org. 

24 Maine Pagan Clergy Association Quarterly Meeting. Bangor. 
Board meeting 2:30p, general meeting 3:30p, educational programming, if 
scheduled, at 4p. Potluck afterwards. E-mail mtngoddess2001@yahoo.com for 
details and directions. 

— May — 

1 Beltane on the Beach at Popham Beach State Park. Phippsburg. 
Maine Pagans will gather at Popham Beach to celebrate Beltane by circling 
around several May poles. Bring 9 yards of ribbon if you want to participate. 
We also enjoy a pot luck lunch, a traditional torch race, and each others' com-
pany. Weather permitting, there will be a Pagan Motorcyclist's Bike Blessing, 
done by members of the Ancient Riders. We'll announce details as it firms up, 
but lunch will be at noon circle-time will be at 2:00. High tide is at 10:58, so that 
should give it time to give us back enough space on the beach for the celebrat-
ing! FMI: http://www.immanentgrove.org/beltane.htm keep this link as an ongo-
ing connection! We will put any "official" announcements there, and after this 
event is over, that will be the ongoing page, although we will continue to make 
a new FB event each year. 

1 Temple of the Feminine Divine Beltane. Bangor. All are at the Unitar-
ian Universalist Church in Bangor and all begin at 7 pm.  People of ALL gen-
ders and ALL faiths are welcome.  Contact information:  Answering machine: 
(207) 941-0261 Mailing address: 31 Central St., Bangor, ME 04401. Now 
online with calendar at website: http://www.templeofthefemininedivine.org. 
Please Note NEW Email: webgoddess@templeofthefemininedivine.org. 

3 New Moon 

5- 6 Eta Aquarids Meteor Shower 

8 Outdoor Beltane Celebration. Houlton at the Houlton UU Church, 
10am. 61 Military St. (Across from the Big Baptist Church). For more info call: 
532-2455 or email: griffith@mfx.net. 

11 Conjunction of Mercury, Venus, and Jupiter. The three planets will 
form a 2-degree long vertical line in the early morning sky. The planet Mars will 
also be visible nearby. Look to the east near sunrise. 

15 13 Moons Coven Ritual for Set. Kennebunk. Set is perhaps best 
known for the betrayal of his brother Osiris and subsequent conflict with (and 
ultimate loss to) his nephew Horus. Because of the dramatic legacy left to us 
from this mythology, it became easy for later generations to cast Set as a "God 
of Evil". We ask those attending to begin showing up at 5 PM. Ritual will begin 
around 6 PM. All are welcome to attend so far as our space will provide. Chil-
dren are welcome so long as you feel that they will be able to stand still for a 
30 minute ritual. Those under the age of 18 will need to attend with a parent or 
guardian or work out arrangements with us beforehand. If you have any ques-
tions or need directions, please contact us at 13moonscoven@gmail.com. You 
can also check out our MySpace page at: www.myspace.com/13moonscoven 
and we are on Facebook as well. 

17 Full Moon 

— June — 

1 New Moon 

12 13 Moons Coven Ritual for Horus. Kennebunk. Summer days are 
upon us and the Sun reins long in the Sky. In these days that surround the 
Summer Solstice, our thoughts turn to Horus, the Egyptian falcon lord of the 
Sky. The Son of Isis and Osiris, Horus embodies the wisdom, might and be-
nevolence of the ideal ruler and King. We ask those attending to begin showing 
up at 5 PM. Ritual will begin around 6 PM. All are welcome to attend so far as 
our space will provide. Children are welcome so long as you feel that they will 
be able to stand still for a 30 minute ritual. Those under the age of 18 will need 
to attend with a parent or guardian or work out arrangements with us before-
hand. If you have any questions or need directions, please contact us at 
13moonscoven@gmail.com. You can also check out our MySpace page at: 
www.myspace.com/13moonscoven and we are on Facebook as well. 

15 Full Moon 

21 Summer Solstice 

21 Temple of the Feminine Divine Midsummer. Bangor. All are at the 
Unitarian Universalist Church in Bangor and all begin at 7 pm.  People of ALL 
genders and ALL faiths are welcome.  Contact information:  Answering ma-
chine: (207) 941-0261. Mailing address: 31 Central St., Bangor, ME 04401 
Now online with calendar at website: http://www.templeofthefemininedivine.org 
Please Note NEW Email: webgoddess@templeofthefemininedivine.org 

24-26 Midsummer Revel. Greene at The Groves of the Green Man’s 
Denne. Come and share in the wonder of Midsummer! We will be constructing 
the SummerKing, the Wicker Man, in ritual on Saturday afternoon. We will 
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honor and decorate this wooden effigy of the God of the Harvest (check last 
year’s listing for pictures!). There he will stand, watching over the summer 
fields, with our wishes and gratitude on slips of paper folded into his form. 
These papers will energize in the hot summer sun, and at Final Fire near Sam-
hain, we will set him ablaze. Gates open at noon on Friday. Ritual on Saturday 
(for those of you who cannot attend the entire weekend) will begin at 4PM. 
Weekend camping is $5 (to help defray the cost of the porta-potty), and dona-
tions to the Denne are always welcome and appreciated! For information and 
directions e-mail firebornspirit@yahoo.com. 

— July — 

1 New Moon 

15 Full Moon 

17 13 Moons Coven Ritual for Ma'at. Kennebunk. Please join us as we 
present a special ritual in honor of Ma'at, Egyptian Goddess and embodiment 
of truth, balance, law, order and justice. While Chaos may have it's benefits 
when it visits us from time to time. It becomes like an unwelcome guest if it 
stays too long. We ask those attending to begin showing up at 5 PM. Ritual will 
begin around 6 PM. All are welcome to attend so far as our space will provide. 
Children are welcome so long as you feel that they will be able to stand still for 
a 30 minute ritual. Those under the age of 18 will need to attend with a parent 
or guardian or work out arrangements with us beforehand. If you have any 
questions or need directions, please contact us at 13moonscoven@gmail.com. 
You can also check out our MySpace page at: 
www.myspace.com/13moonscoven and we are on Facebook as well. 

22-24 Harvest Revel. Greene at The Groves of the Green Man’s Denne. 
Join us for an exciting weekend full of workshops, demonstrations, vendors 
and ritual! Friday night there will be an Opening Circle which will include a 
meet-n-greet, then mellow hanging about the fire sharing stories and food. This 
year, prices have been REDUCED! Click HERE for the registration form. 
Weekend rates are $40 per adult (down from $60 last year), and Saturday-only 

is $10. Gates open at noon on Friday. Saturday-only attendees can arrive at 
9AM on Saturday. For information and directions e-mail fireborn-
spirit@yahoo.com. 

28-29 Southern Delta Aquarids Meteor Shower 

30 New Moon 

— August — 

2 Temple of the Feminine Divine Lughnasadh. Bangor. All are at the 
Unitarian Universalist Church in Bangor and all begin at 7 pm.  People of ALL 
genders and ALL faiths are welcome.  Contact information:  Answering ma-
chine: (207) 941-0261 Mailing address: 31 Central St., Bangor, ME 04401 Now 
online with calendar at website: http://www.templeofthefemininedivine.org 
Please Note NEW Email: webgoddess@templeofthefemininedivine.org 

11 Neptune at Opposition 

12-13 Perseids Meteor Shower 

13 Full Moon 

14 13 Moons Coven Ritual for Kephri. Kennebunk. We ask those at-
tending to begin showing up at 5 PM. Ritual will begin around 6 PM. All are 
welcome to attend so far as our space will provide. Children are welcome so 
long as you feel that they will be able to stand still for a 30 minute ritual. Those 
under the age of 18 will need to attend with a parent or guardian or work out 
arrangements with us beforehand. If you have any questions or need direc-
tions, please contact us at 13moonscoven@gmail.com. You can also check 
out our MySpace page at: www.myspace.com/13moonscoven and we are on 
Facebook as well. 

14 Maine Pagan Clergy Association Quarterly Meeting. Greene 
(Sidney as rain location) Board meeting 2:30p, general meeting 3:30p, educa-
tional programming, if scheduled, at 4p. Potluck afterwards. E-mail mtngod-
dess2001@yahoo.com for details and directions. 

29 New Moon 

Monthly & Weekly Events 

Abrahadabra Oasis Social Hour Every second Tuesday. Come join 
us for our monthly social! Abrahadabra Oasis is an official body of the 
Ordo Templi Orientis (O.T.O.) located in Portland, Maine. Its mission is to 
provide and support the growth of a Thelemic community in northern New 
England. 276 Woodford Street in Portland, 6:00 PM. See 
www.abrahadabra-oto.org for more info. 

Acorn Circle: 5:30 – 7:00 PM the fourth Wednesday of each month 
@ Sam’s Restaurant in Lisbon Falls. Acorn circle is an eclectic American 
Wiccan group with degree training & worships at Sabbats and Esbats. All 
training is free and done entirely on a voluntary basis. To join the group 
and/or to get more info, e-mail vernalnox1@yahoo.com. Adults only. 

The Groves of the Greene Man's Denne, 31 South River Road, 
Greene. Available for group or individual worship. FMI: www.fairpoint.net/
~sirpeterj or greeneman@fairpoint.net. 

Healing Circle on the last Tuesday of the month from 7-9pm at 584 
Maple Ridge Rd in Winslow. You can find more info by calling (207) 692-
4957 or via the web at www.becomeonewithspirit.com or 
www.becomeonewithspirit.com/news_letter.htm. 

Lewiston Auburn Pagans presents... LAP Meet and Greet. Every 
Sunday at Governor's in Lewiston from 7-9pm. We meet to network with 
other Pagans and spread education of our paths. See www.witchvox.com/
vn/vn_detail/dt_ev.html?a=usme&id=52018 for more info. 

The Magick Closet presents...Free Weekly Seminar: Which Witch is 
which? Every Monday night from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM at The Magick 
Closet, 995 Forest Avenue, Portland, ME. Must call for admission, (207) 
221-6820. 

Pagan Home-schoolers. Each Wednesday before the full moon, a 
group meets in Standish from 9:00 to Noon. Call 207-642-5045.  

SpiralScouts Moonrise Circle #218 Meeting First Sunday of Every 
Month in Steep Falls at 2pm. We are looking for other families interested 
in sharing this Scouting experience. Children ages 3-18. Registration Re-
quired. Please contact Carolyn_lh@yahoo.com for directions and more 
information. 

USM Pagan Chaplaincy sponsors regular rituals open to USM stu-
dents, faculty and staff as well as the wider community. Stress-relieving 
meditations are at noon on Wednesdays at the Interfaith Chaplaincy office 
("old farmhouse" on the Portland campus). For more information, e-mail 
cynthia.collins@maine.edu. 

Wisdom House Shrine Discussion Group/Open Ritual. Sundays 
at 1:30pm in Presque Isle. For more information see www.witchvox.com/
vn/vn_detail/dt_ev.html?a=usme&id=62236. 



EPN 

P.O. Box 161 

E. Winthrop, ME 04343 

Beltane on the Beach at Popham is May 1st! 

Beltane on the Beach at Popham will 

be held on May 1st! 

 

Come celebrate and enjoy friends, 

family, food and festivities! 


